
 A letter from the President 
WHS 2019 Events: 

JULY 27 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival  

Center, 10am-2pm 

Walking Tours** 

 

AUGUST 24 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival  

Center,  

10am-2pm 

Walking Tours**  
 

SEPTEMBER 18 

“Decades of Fashion” 7pm 

Browning Masonic Commu-

nity. Presented by Connie 

Isbell & Betty Metz 
 

SEPTEMBER 28 

Roche de Boeuf Festival 

Robbins & Sargent Houses 

Open 
 

OCTOBER 9 

“Ghostly Encounters VI,”   

Wakeman Cemetery, 6:30 

pm 
 

OCTOBER 16 

“Ghostly Encounters” — 

Rain Date 
 

OCTOBER 26 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Walking Tours** 
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Dear Members of the Waterville Historical Society, 

As of this writing it appears that summer has finally arrived.  Our thanks to those of 

you who were able to join us along with our cosponsors, “Friends of the Library,” for 

yesterday’s annual Music in the Park.  The weather was perfect, the music provided 

by Chloe and the Steel Strings was superb and Scott Duncan and Bob Chapman 

served up four different flavors of ice cream. 

Special thanks go out to Karen Wiggins, Diana Waugh and DeAnna Bradley for their 

months of dedicated work assuring that our “Historic Homes Tour” was an astound-

ing success.  Although the weather may not have cooperated with us, participants 

thoroughly enjoyed the six historic sites, informative tours, free lunch at the Waterville 

United Methodist Church and WHS museum open houses. 

Remaining on our schedule are three more open houses and walking tour dates — 

July 27, August 24 and October 26.  The Robbins and Sargent Houses museums will 

be open from 9 am to 12 pm.  We are showcasing two special exhibits at the Robbins 

House this year.  Downstairs Bob Chapman has collected vintage photos and artifacts 

celebrating past businesses of Waterville.  Upstairs Kathy Saco has assembled a de-

lightfully informative display paying homage to the 100th anniversary of the women’s 

suffrage amendment.  Additionally, Wakeman Hall and the Archival Center will be 

open from 10 am to 2 pm.  Downstairs we honor the 75th anniversary of D-Day, fea-

turing photos and artifacts. We are also extremely pleased that both the Monclova 

Historical Foundation and the Whitehouse Historical Society have accepted our invita-

tion and set up displays in Wakeman. 

On those same days the Downtown Walking tour, focusing on Waterville as a river 

town, will gather in the Robbins House at 9 am.  The Uptown Walking tour, focusing 

on Waterville as a canal town, will meet at Wakeman Hall at noon. 

Three programs remain on the docket for this year.  As a result of our March program 

being cancelled due to a flu outbreak, we have rescheduled “Decades of Fashion” for 

September 18, 7 pm at Browning Masonic Community.  October 9 will find us once 

again in Wakeman Cemetery for Ghostly Encounter VI while “Spiritualism in America” 

will be presented on November 20 at Wakeman Hall. 

We continue our quest to organize events and programs to promote local history and 

awareness with an emphasis upon what makes Waterville such a special and unique 

destination.  We appreciate your support. 

Sincerely,  

 

Jim Conrad, President 
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 WHS 2019 Events  

                      Continued 

 

NOVEMBER 20  

“Spiritualism in America” 

Speaker:  Mike McMaster 

Wakeman Hall, 7pm 

DECEMBER 11  

Christmas Dinner 

Fallen Timbers Fairways  

Clubhouse, 6 pm 

 

**Walking Tours Schedule: 

Downtown Walking Tour, 

9am from Robbins House  

Uptown Walking Tour, 

Noon, from Wakeman Hall 

  Editors Note! 

I look forward to serving 

as the Editor of this 

Waterville Historical 

Society Newsletter.  As 

you come across 

information that you feel 

should be included then 

please send to me at 

sawcaw@msn.com and 

I’ll try my best to include 

it.  I have 40 years in the 

printing industry owning 

Wayne Graphics and 

working for other 

graphics companies. 

Steve 

Don’t forget to catch up 

with the latest about WHS 

plus some great Waterville 

stories on our website:  

www.watervillehistory.org.   

 

 

The 2019 WHS Historic Homes Tour was held on Saturday, June 15, with 5 lovely homes 

open to the public, along with the Waterville United Methodist Church and our own 2 muse-

ums, the Robbins and Sargent Houses.   The morning started out with sprinkles off and on 

which didn’t dampen anyone’s enthusiasm, but by 2:00 the rain came down in earnest and 

curtailed much of our traffic through the homes.  However, everyone was having a great ex-

perience, taking their time through each location, and enjoying the stories!   

 One of the best stories took place at the William Witte Carriage House on South Street 

owned by Bruce and Lora Beckwith.  About 11:00 came a totally unexpected visit by Morita, 

Harry & Opal Witte’s daughter who grew up in the home!  She also had her son and his wife, 

and they had traveled down from St. Clare Shores, MI for the tour.   

Upon discovering that Chuck & Janis Witte from Whitehouse would be volunteering that af-

ternoon, the family came back and there was a mini family reunion as the cousins and other 

Witte family members talked, visited, and entertained the other tickets holders who hap-

pened to be there!  An extra special event when you have real family members show up! 

The luncheon at The Waterville United Methodist Church served 72 people and took in about 

$270 in donations. 

  In total we sold 108 tickets for a profit of $2166.67.  The rain may have stunted our prof-

its, but we had no control over that, and were pleased that everything ran so smoothly!   The 

homeowners, house captains, and volunteers get a standing ovation for doing such a great 

job! 

Karen Wiggins and Diana Waugh,  Coordinators     

2019 WHS Historic Homes Tour 

Robbins House 114 S. River Road Sargent House  118 S. River Road 

    Buck-Monroe House 120 N. Fourth Street       William Witte Carriage House 111 South Street 

Abell—Krause House 23 South River Road William Haskins House 425 Canal Road 
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Correspondence Report  

February, 2019 
 

DONATIONS — Capital Campaign 

Wes & Carol Poling,  David & Catherine La Grange (M),  Waterville Community 

Foundation, Mary  Frances Berger (M),  Patricia Lusher (M),  Lynn Wittenmyer 

(M),  Fredrick Goodell,  Jim Conrad (M), Cathy Taylor (M),  Harvey Popovich (M),  

Michael L. Matuszak (M), Marilyn & Ronald Crum (M), Susan Pray Fitzgerald (M),  

Albert J. Geha (M),  Richard Whitbeck (M). 

 

DONATIONS — Other 

Sandy McPherson (M) — Sargent House,  Paula & Steve Lauer (M) — Mainte-

nance & repair of any  Building,  Lois Rubright (M) —  Archives.  

 

SYMPATHY CARDS 
Darrel Launder (M) — upon death of wife, Sue,  Tom & Nancy Verner (M) — 

upon death of his mother, Earl & Phyllis Witzler (M) — upon death of his 

sister. 

THANK YOU NOTES 
Sandy McPherson (M) — Holiday decorations for Family & Friends  Dec. 6, 

2018, Kick-off party, Brownings Masonic Community — For participation in & 

support of 2018 Society programs,  Amy Gelson& AWHS Choir — Performance 

at Dec. 12, 2018 Christmas Party 

 

Correspondence Report  

March, 2019 
 

DONATIONS —  Capital Campaign 

Mareda W. Babcock (M),  Marilyn Buerer (M),  Kathy Saco (M), — Designated for 

Sargent House repair, Richard  A. Brienik,  Jim & Sue Bagdonas (M) 

 

DONATIONS  — Other  

Barbara Pease  (M) — Donation to the Toledo Community Foundation  

(Oct. 2018) 

SYMPATHY CARDS 
Mrs. Diana Schumacher & siblings — upon the death of their father, Fred 

Miller, former long standing member. 

 

THANK YOU NOTES 
Toledo Community Foundation —  For awarding the $8,700.00 Secor Fund 

Grant for student education. 

 

Correspondence Report  

April, 2019 
 

DONATIONS — Capital Campaign  

In memory of William L. Clark and Carolyn M. Reese Clark:  Raymond C. Clark,  

Thomas R. & Katherine E. Clark,  Stephen R. Clark, and William & Krysten Clark. 

 

SOS Campaign 

John and Verna Rose (M), and William Albert (M). 

 

Correspondence Report  

May, 2019 
 

DONATIONS —  Capital Campaign 

Hollace Schmidbauer (M)  

 

DONATION:  

Eric Morman 

 

THANK YOU NOTES:  

David Fitch, Merit Plumbing, Inc.— Donated labor installing toilet at Gas 

Company building  

Merle Wilhelm (M) — Donated labor to restore the hand cart, used to peddle 

flowers, in front of Sargent House 

 

2019 Historic Homes Tour,  continued 

    Harold Hutchinson House 1061 Farnsworth Road Waterville United Methodist Church 102 N. Fifth St. 

Correspondence  Reports 
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MUSEUM AND HISTORICAL SITES REPORTS 

MARCH 2019 

 Work is still in progress on the exhibits for the open houses this summer. We are waiting for good 

weather (if there is such a thing) so we can move the display cases out of the storage garage and into the 

Wakeman. Kathy Saco, DeAnna Bradley, Sue Bagdonas, and Trina Houser are working together to develop a 

display on the efforts of women in the fight for, and passage of, the 19th amendment giving women the right 

to vote. They hope to have a timeline that will show the progress of the amendment from passage in Con-

gress to final ratification. They will also work on having information on notable women who were trailblazers 

in other fields. This display will be in the upstairs front bedroom of the Robbins House.  

APRIL 2019 REPORT 

 The display cases have been moved and are being refurbished in order for Monclova and Whitehouse 

to put in their displays. A big thank you to Jim Stoma and Steve Lauer for doing the work of getting them 

moved. Plus, somehow getting the estimate down from $240 to $150. Way to go guys! 

 The Suffragette Committee continues their work on getting a display into the upstairs Robbins House. 

Since the passage of the amendment took a year to accomplish, they will be trying to keep a part of the dis-

play revolving with the progress that was happening with the amendment. 

 Unless you notice the lights still on in the Wakeman or Robbins House in the middle of the night, try 

not to worry because I will be working at both places getting the displays set up. This is always the fun part, 

the final push to completion.  

WHS Student Advisory Council in Action     
 

 

 

 

 

Left photo: Sophomore, Jake Zajkowski   Center photo: Sophomore, Caden Smith  Right photo: L. to R. Senior, Jordan 

Pack, Junior, Alex Burns, Junior, John Hamernik and  Senior, Ally Happ. 

 

Anthony Wayne students dressed in costumes of the period, presented information about John 

Pray and  the founders of Waterville to third-graders of Waterville Elementary on May 20th.  They 

also demonstrated games played by children of the 1800’s.  Also, they exhibited tools and books 

used during pioneer days in the area. The students are members of the Student Advisory Council of 

the Waterville Historical Society.  Thank you to the high school student presenters.  
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Held at StoryPoint, the April meeting of the WHS featured five first 

person tales of five participants in the Battle of Fallen Timbers.  

Narrator Julia Wiley led off, introducing each character and sum-

ming up the remainder of each life.  

Major Ephraim Kibbey, presented by Frank Kuron, described the 

hardships endured by the common soldier before and during the 

battle.   

Dave Westrick, as Alexander McKee, a Scots/Irish trader with 

strong ties to the Ohio tribes, changed alliances from the Ameri-

cans to the British and became a British Indian agent supporting 

the Indians whose territory was threatened by American Forces.  

He told of his involvement with the Shawnee and other tribes in 

the war.   

Tecumseh, depicted by Taylor Moyer, told of his life as a young 

warrior, losing his father and older brother, his many travels, his 

part with the Indian forces in the battle and the reasons for their 

crushing loss.   

Joel Burg, who as Antoine LaSalle, a French fur trader, told of 

atrocities upon the Indian tribes and his capture during the battle 

and subsequent threat of being hanged. 

Finally, Frank Butwin in his recurring role as General Anthony 

Wayne, described the battle from the American Point of view and 

his part in capturing the territory, leading to the Treaty of Green-

ville.   

Julia Wiley last shared the other events being held this year by the 

Fallen Timbers Battlefield Preservation Commission in commemo-

ration of the 225th Anniversary of the Battle of Fallen Timbers, 

including Sunday, May 26th  and August 16-20, 2019.   

 

 

 

Volunteers Needed —  We are looking for 

volunteers to help plan, implement and con-

duct this year’s Light Up Waterville festivities 

on Third Street.  It is scheduled for Saturday 

evening December 7, 2019. 

We are also looking for volunteers to join 

board members on a Task Force committee 

to reevaluate future plans and priorities for 

the Waterville Historical Society. 

Interested members may contact me at 419-

878-2228 or shanteecreek@bex.net. 

Jim Conrad 

 

 

 

 

Voice of Fallen Timbers 
     Story provided by Toni Stoma 

Editorial  

Recently I was surprised to learn our total membership of the Waterville Historical Society is approximately 
140 members. For a city and surrounding area the size of Waterville I believe we should have a larger mem-
bership.. I would like to offer my assistance, and I implore the involvement of the entire membership to ac-
tively seek new members to join our ranks.  The more members we have the more volunteers we might have 
for various activities we sponsor.  Additionally, the more members there are it might provide the opportunity 

to acquire more artifacts for the for museum and provide possible new ideas for marketing and fund raising. 

Let’s grow our membership. 

Steve Wayne     
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Wakeman Archives Report for March 11, 2019 

We have decided to be open year around since we are already staying past 2 p.m. We get visitors 

late and it doesn’t seem to matter about the weather. On bad days if we are there, we don’t put the 

open flag up. This has not stopped visitors. Seems the worst day is when we get visitors. Maybe it 

has to do with Cabin Fever! 

Bob Chapman, Jim Conrad, Kathy Saco, John and I will be attending the Ohio Alliance District I Con-

ference on April 6th.  We all pay our own expenses to the conference. The host will be the Toledo Fire-

man’s Museum and will begin our session at Jaeger Hall, St. Clements Parish on Tremainsville Road. 

Kathy will be making the poster for our table and we will be taking along the Archives brochures and 

website cards and hopefully will have WHS brochures to take with us. 

On April 27 is the 2019 419History Day, an all-day event. Kathy, John and I went last year but this 

year our Open Houses will prevent us from going to it. Last year we had a table when it was held at 

the Toledo Lucas Co. Library. This year you can only have flyers that you can take that day or send to 

the main Library ahead of time. If you want to speak on our organization you need to contact the 

Main Library by March 15th. Speaking on the organization is from 4:00 to 5:00 pm and you get about 

5 minutes plugging your organization. I had sent this out to the Board when I received it in late Febru-

ary. 

John Rose, as a member of the City of Waterville Records Commission meeting will be attending the 

meeting, Wednesday March 6, as a WHS representative. This is where if they have things they wish 

to destroy WHS gets first choice for the Archives. Lately they have not have anything but over the 

years we have received numerous records or were able to copy the records that they wanted to keep. 

I will be giving the treasurer $100 from the sale of the Waterville Book. 

Verna Rose 

Wakeman Archives 

WAKEMAN ARCHIVES YEAR AROUND HOURS 

Year around hours for the Wakeman Archival Research Center in Waterville are 

every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and also the last Saturdays of April, 

May, June, July, August and October. Look for the open flag. The Center, locat-

ed upstairs at 401 Farnsworth Road, contains records of Waterville organiza-

tions, businesses churches, schools, etc., as well as family files and local histo-

ry. The public may inspect them free of charge and a volunteer archivist will 

assist with research. No items may be removed from the archives, but copies 

may be made for a small fee. Donations of similar documents and photo-

graphs, or items brought to be copied and added to the files are welcome. To 

schedule an appointment at other times call: 419-265-4871. 

WATERVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
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May Program Speaker Ed Hill Presents the  

History of the Geo. Washington Stevens House 

The May program was a PowerPoint presentation by Mr. Edward Hill of the Toledo-Lucas County Public Library, 

Main Branch.  The topic of the program was the George Washington Stevens (1866—1926) home designed by  

Toledo architect George Rheinfrank.  The home was constructed on a hill overlooking Roche de Boeuf in Waterville, 

Ohio in 1924.  Stevens was the first director of the Toledo Museum of Art and he was a founding member of the 

Toledo Tile Club which had campaigned heavily for a museum in Toledo. He was extremely interested in astronomy 

which was the impetus for having an observatory as part of the design of the home. 

If space allows, the next issue of the newsletter may include additional information about the Stevens house and 

include more photos and diagrams. 

The Whitehouse Historical Society is looking for help on a new project. We are in the early stages of produc-

ing a video memory of The Whitehouse School. As the new school rises to replace the old, we wanted to cap-

ture images and memories of the school that since 1932, has been an important part of so many lives. 

The Historical Society will be working with local resident Michael Vanderpool. Mike teaches videography at 

Northwest State Community College. He and some of his students will be taping interviews, collecting images 

of the building and various mementos and compiling a video that will be available for sale. Mike has previ-

ously produced a video entitled “A Tour of Historic Providence Street” with local legend Bud Bauman. Bud 

was the first to suggest that the society undertake this project as he feared the building would be gone be-

fore anyone acted. 

If you, or someone you know, has a story, memento, or remembrance to share on our video please contact 

Karen Gerhardinger at karen@themirrornewspaper.com or Joe Dollman at  

secretarywhitehousehs@gmail.com. 

Whitehouse Historical Society Seeking Assistance 
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