
 

Dear Members and Friends of the Waterville Historical Society, 

 
June 25, 1818 was a very significant date in what was to eventually become Waterville, Ohio for that 

marked the permanent arrival of John (age 34) and Lucy Pray (age 28), their children Harriet (7), John 

Lansing (5), Mary (3) and James (14 months), as well as John’s nephew, Orson Ballou (8).  On June 

24, we celebrated the 200th anniversary of their arrival at the John Pray Day Festival in Conrad Park.  

Special thanks go to our Student Advisory Council, Special Events and Public Awareness Committee, 

and volunteers from the WHS and Fallen Timbers Battlefield Commission.  The day’s activities were 

capped with a “Music in the Park” featuring Buddy Love and the Coconuts co-sponsored by the WHS, 

Friends of the Library and Heartland of Waterville.  I am pleased to report that John Pray himself was 

present sharing stories and answering questions about his family’s adventures.  Don’t be surprised if 

you see John at future events this year. 

We have three open houses and walking tours remaining this year.  If you have a group interested in 

attending, please let us know.  We were joined by members of the Daughters of the American 

Revolution and Daughters of the War of 1812  at June’s open house and downtown walking tour. 

We continue our quest to organize events and programs to promote local history and awareness with 

an emphasis upon what makes Waterville such a special and unique destination.  We appreciate your 

support. 

      Sincerely, 

      Jim Conrad, President 

 

A letter from the President 

2018 

Events: 

JULY 28 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Walking Tours**  

AUGUST 25 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Walking Tours**  

SEPTEMBER 22 

Roche de Boeuf Festival Rob-

bins & Sargent Houses Open 

OCTOBER 10 

Ghostly Encounters V,   

Wakeman Cemetery, 6:30 pm 

OCTOBER 17 

Ghostly Encounters — Rain Date 

OCTOBER 20 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Walking Tours** 

NOVEMBER 14  

“Art Stolen by Nazis in World 

War II”  

Speaker:  Al Geha 

Wakeman Hall, 7pm 

DECEMBER 12  

Christmas Dinner 

Fallen Timbers Fairways 

Clubhouse, 6 pm 

 

**Walking Tours Schedule: 

Downtown Walking Tour, 

9am from Robbins House  

Uptown Walking Tour, Noon, 

from Wakeman Hall 
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A Message from the Executive Director 

 
Wow!  It’s been a whirlwind ride over the last few months with so much activity and positive things to 

report that I really don’t know where to start.  So, I would like to focus on just three of our six cam-

paign committees. If you have been paying attention to the media, The Waterville Historical Society 

has been all over the news.  Our events have received multiple coverage from WTOL, ABC 13, “The 

Guy from the 419” (15,000 followers on Facebook) WNWO, The Blade and our good friends at the 

Mirror.   

We have recruited 64 community leaders from Waterville and the surrounding area to assist us with 

our campaign efforts.  Our Campaign Steering Committee, Chaired by Josh Torres, Executive Director 

of the Anthony Wayne Regional Chamber has had five meetings to this point and has provided ex-

traordinary leadership in guiding our campaign.  

The Special Events and Public Affairs Committee, chaired by Board member, Molly Good has just 

completed another one of their soon to be signature events, “Music in the Park” and is in the plan-

ning stages of two new events, one in the fall and the other, a “black tie” is scheduled for the Spring.  

In short, this amazing committee consisting of Molly (Heartland), Lisa Exner (Anthony Wayne Arts 

Commission), Sandi Denniss (StoryPoint), Donlyn Meyers (Smoke and Fire) and Jake and Maria Gala-

ti (Galati Photography) have dedicated 100’s of hours of volunteer time over the past few months 

helping the Society raise its profile in the community. So, if you see any of these special people in 

the community, please thank them! 

But the real story is our Student Advisory Council, Co-Chaired by Anthony Wayne 2018 graduates, 

Cameron Smith and Nicole McMullen.  This extraordinary group of 17 students had 15 meetings, 

every two weeks since November and dedicated well over 450 volunteer hours to help our Historical 

Society and profile the importance of the Society to our community. Aside from the three events that 

they planned and executed for WHS, these young people represent the absolute best and brightest 

and we should very proud as a Society to know these amazing young people find such value in the 

work we do.  Watch this Space! 

                                                                                          Dennis Jones 

 

  Many thanks to  Cheryl Malaspina, 

Andy Kandik, Scott Duncan and Jim 

Stoma for hours spent in the WHS 

gardens  this summer.  T. Stoma. 
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Kicking off the 2018 Program calendar for the Waterville Historical Society, Joel Burg, a local historian, gave 

a colorful and moving review of a slice of WWII history in his presentation:  “World War II, Wings of Valor: 

Flying Fortress, Escape and Evasion” on March 21st.  In slides and film he recounted the story of the US 

Army Air Corps 305th Bombardment Group and their forays into enemy territory during the war.   

 

Re-enacted by Jim Conrad, WHS President and Waterville historian, John Pray visited 
Browning Masonic Community to tell his life story in this 200th anniversary of his arrival in 
Waterville.  An engaging man, he spoke of his travels and those who traveled with him, his family, his 
career as explorer, speculator, farmer, realtor, and industrialist, his successes and failures.  The commu-
nity of Waterville owes much to John Pray and Jim helps keep his memory alive. 

 

The Wednesday, May 16 program featured Don Hengen, who has spent much of his retirement traveling the 

Midwest researching his descendants.  He is a member of local Genealogy Societies and has served as president of the 

Genealogy by Computer Society.  He began contributing to Findagrave in 2009 and has photographed four cemeteries and 

half of two others, including Waterville’s Wakeman Cemetery.  His talk,  “Finding Your Relatives 

Using Online Cemetery Resources,”  outlined two national and several other local cemetery in-

dexes to identify ancestors found on the internet.  An excellent resource also described was 

Findagrave.com.  

 

The Attic Treasures Sale crew, Jim and Toni Stoma, Mary Frances Berger, Bob Chapman, Scott 
Duncan, Joyce Lusch, Marie Plotts and Jann Stripling conducted another successful Attic Treasures 
Sale in June, netting over $500, thanks to generous donations from members like You!   

 

Planned and hosted by the WHS Student Advisory Council from Anthony Wayne High School, the 200th Anniversary of the of 

the arrival of John Pray and his family to the Waterville area was celebrated at Conrad Park with games, face painting, food 

trucks, bounce houses, costumed characters and awards to winners of the Prettiest Pig Palooza and the Bodacious Buffalo 

Bonanza contests.   John Pray Day included costumed WHS members, with, of course, John Pray, depicted by our own Jim 

Conrad, describing life in Waterville in the 19th century, and ended with a concert featuring Buddy Love and the Coconuts. 

 

 

 

 

Two Open Houses have already been held at the Robbins and Sargent Museums, with Downtown and Up-

town Walking Tours in May and June, featuring new WWI displays. On the first floor are mannequins with 

uniforms and a set of stereographic photos of both Allied and German soldiers. The Upstairs displays in-

clude propaganda, life on the home front, and information on the Red Cross including an authentic nursing 

uniform.  The Sargent house next door has a new display of tools that came from the Rupp Canal Store.   

The next Open House and Walking Tours event will be on Saturday, July 28, 9 AM-12 

PM. Special guests invited to view the exhibits in the Robbins and Sargent House 

museums, 114-116 S. River Road, include the hundreds of AW Alumni who still                   

             live in the area, or may be visiting!!  Join us if you can! 

Programs! Activities! Events! 

     *SAVE THE DATE:       
ROCHE de BOEUF FESTIVAL,  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 9am-3pm     

FEATURING MUSIC, RE-ENACTORS, & FUN ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN 

http://www.watervillehistory.org/new-events-1/2018/6/7/attic-treasure-sales


 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of the WW I photographs and objects at the Wakeman have recently been digitized by the Ohio History Connection for the “Little 

Stories of the Great War.” WHS was one of 14 culture heritage organizations across Ohio that was accepted for projects funded by the 

National Endowment for the Humanities World War I collection. This makes the collections freely available on Ohio Memory (http://

ohiomemory.org), the digital archives Ohio History Connection maintains in partnership with the State Library of Ohio. An individual can 

search “Waterville Historical Society” and get a listing of WHS items that are online. Kristen Newby, Project manager and Lily Birkhimer, 

Digital Project Coordinator from the Ohio History Connection came to Waterville on May 3, 2018  to digitize and photograph objects that are 

on display at the Robbins House . 

 

Wakeman volunteers John and Verna Rose have also been in contact with the Cleveland Museum 
of Natural History who had expressed interest in cataloging millstones around Ohio for several 
years. This year on June 4th, Dr. Joe Hannibal and intern Tyler Mahoney came to photograph and 
identify the millstone that is in the Witte Memorial Garden at Robbins House. They were able to 
identify that the stone was mostly likely brought to America from the Marne River area in France 
and manufactured in the Cleveland area, then shipped down to the Pekin Mill by canal boat. The 
millstone was found in the ground when two houses were torn down on Second Street to make way 
for the then new Waterville Village Town Hall. Most likely from the Pekin Mill which was torn down 
about 1920, it could have been rolled there as it would have been less than one block from either 
location. The millstone is 43” in diameter, 7” deep and has one iron band locking the segments 
together. The men were looking for a specific fossil that shows from where the stone was quarried 

in France.  (Ask to see it on an upcoming  Saturday during the Open House Tour at the Robbins House). 

 

The Waterville Historical Society Archives, represented by John and Verna Rose and Kathy Saco attended the 419 History 
Day at the Toledo Lucas County Public Library, Main Branch, hosting a table of brochures and Waterville books for sale. 

Also, the Toledo Lucas County Library Digitization department will be scanning  Civil War and WW I letters after Labor Day at the 

Wakeman Archival Research Center as part of their digitization project and will have them placed on the Ohio Memory site along 

with other items that are already on file. 

June 30th and July 1st were busy days at the Wakeman Archives with Boy Scout Austin Sissler’s Eagle Scout demolition and 
reconstruction project .  The 12 Boy Scouts and parents removed the stage on the 2nd floor to make room to hold atlases and ledgers 
and prevent people from falling on the steps. The stage is now gone and the carpet that covered 

the steps and stage was just enough to cover the bare floor left from the removal. The young crew 
and parents worked really hard Saturday and Sunday. They did a great job and Wakeman staff 
can’t thank them enough for the service provided to WHS.  

 

                                       Student Advisory Council 

The year long efforts of the Waterville Historical  Society's Student Advisory Council - upperclassmen  and graduates from Anthony Wayne High 

School were  acknowledged at a  celebration pizza party at Shawn’s Irish Pub.  Or as Sean Fernandez would say a “Pretentious  Pompous Pizza 

Palooza”.   The student club was formed last fall with members of the Interact Club at Anthony Wayne High School. Members included: Lauren 

Dennie, Sean Fernandez, Claudia Gaylord, Emma Giest, Kaila Clonek, Ally Happ, Kerrigan  Hutchinson, Anna Jones, Joyce Jung, Catherine McClure, 

Nicole McMullen, Jordan Pack, Connor Spradlin, Cameron Smith, Ben Trenka, Maya Vogel and Mary Winkle.   The students were involved in a 

number of projects; most recently they conceived and organized the activities for John Pray Day on Sunday, June 24th. (Thanks to Galati 

Photography for use of their photos.) 
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Wakeman Archival Research Center in the News! 

http://ohiomemory.org
http://ohiomemory.org
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IN MEMORIAM! 

The Waterville Historical Society extends sympathy to the family of member FLORENCE H. WHEELDEN of Water-

ville, Ohio who died Monday, May 14,2018 at Ebeid Hospice. She was born in Toledo, Ohio on February 3, 1933 to 

Corwin J. and Ruth C. (Fausz) Herman, A graduate of DeVilbiss High School and Bowling Green State University, 

she taught secondary English and Science in Washington Township and Maumee Schools, and later was a Learn-

ing Disabilities Tutor for Otsego Local Schools until her retirement in 1999.  

Florence married her sweetheart, Edmund H. Wheelden, Jr. on December 30, 1955 in Toledo and they spent al-

most 54 years together until his death on October 24, 2009.  She and Ed were among the founding members of 

St. Timothy's Episcopal Church in Perrysburg, Ohio, where she remained a faithful member. She was a member of Alpha Phi Women's 

International Fraternity, Beta Beta Beta Biological Honorary Fraternity.  An active member of the Waterville Historical Society until her 

death, she had been a docent, co-chair of the Refreshment Committee, writer and past editor of the of the WHS Newsletter.    

 

Condolences are also sent to Clair Emerson and Roxanne Emerson-Powell on the death of spouse and mother,   SALLY    
EMERSON, who died May 17, 2018 at the Hospice of Northwest Ohio. She was born in Auburn, IN on November 19, 1929 to 
Walter and Mary (Henderson) Beerbower, attended Auburn High School and Colorado Women's College and was awarded 
an Associate in Arts degree in 1949.  

Sally married Clair Emerson in 1950, and the family moved to Ohio.  Locally she worked for Ohio Citizens and for Glendale-

Feilbach Elementary School as a teacher's aide, forming lasting friendships with many of the children she worked with. She 

was a member of the Waterville Historical Society and enjoyed giving  tours of the Robbins House.  

Marjorie Annette (Canfield, Woodburn, Leonard) Fowler, 84, of Jackson, MI, formerly of Whitehouse, OH, died March 3, 2018 after a brief 

illness. She was born on March 11th, 1933 in Waterville, OH  to Garrett and Helen Canfield.  Marjorie was a member of Community of 

Christ Lutheran Church, Whitehouse, OH, life member of Whitehouse American Legion Auxiliary, Waterville Senior Citizens, and Waterville 

and Whitehouse Historical Societies. She loved family get-togethers, sewing, knitting and traveling  

Marge was raised in Waterville and a source of many facts and stories about her hometown. She was always willing to share and often 

helped Jim Conrad complete his research with her valuable Waterville knowledge. Marge helped at the Walbolt house during last June's 

house tour and delighted  all with her many tales of unique Waterville history.  

Keeping In Touch With Our Members 

 

Phyllis Witzler was honored at Waterville City Council meeting on June 25th at 

the Municipal Building by Mayor Lorie Brodie, who spoke of Phyllis’ accom-

plishments and strong connections to Waterville history. 

 

In a second honorary event hosted by the Waterville Historical Society at Brandywine Country Club 

on June 29th, Phyllis was presented with two plaques, one from the Ohio Senate and another from 

the Ohio House of Representatives lauding her service to the community through her work for the 

Waterville Historical Society.   

 

Mary Agee is now a resident at Browning Apartments.  If you see her there, be sure to say “hello.” 

 

Thad Jones has recently recovered from shoulder surgery.  We hope to see him out and about in 

this nice summer weather. 

 

Ruth and Jason Zajac and family have moved from the Liberty Haskins House.  Phyllis and Dave 

Hyder and Jim and Karen Herzberg have also moved from their Waterville homes to Lakeside. 

We hope they will stay in touch with WHS. 

 

 


