
Dear Members of the Waterville Historical Society, 

 

As one travels down the hill on Farnsworth and approaches the intersection at River Road, 

it doesn’t take long to realize that something is missing. From 1886 until several months 

ago, this was the site of the old Waterville School. While many of us spent hours watching 

as our beloved alma mater was leveled, we were somewhat heartened by the promise that 

the site will eventually return to its original purpose. The earliest maps of John Pray’s first 

plat of fifty lots clearly show the presence of a public square on this site, a very New 

England concept. It’s reassuring to know Pray’s original vision of our water-front town will 

again become reality. 

Fittingly, we have chosen “Remembering Waterville School” as the theme of this year’s 

rotating display at the Robbins House. Museum and Historic Sites Chairperson Bob 

Chapman and his committee have done a remarkable job of assembling numerous vintage 

photos of the school in all stages of its evolution from 1886 through 1997. Memorabilia on 

display include a set of three lockers, a playground bell, the office door, a Waterville Beaver 

T-shirt, pictures of graduation classes from 1899 through 1952 and much more. 

Our April program was held at Browning Masonic Community where I presented a 

PowerPoint looking back on Waterville School.  At its conclusion, the microphone was 

passed as former students from the 1940s through the 1990s shared their heartfelt 

memories and often hilarious anecdotes.  

Finally, I am pleased to announce that a number of you responded to our request for 

additional docents to man our museums. Recently thirty individuals who expressed an 

interest have gone through an on-the-site orientation and some have already shadowed 

experienced docents at our most recent open house. This will make Louise Witzler’s job 

much easier as she continues to schedule docents for this year’s remaining six open 

houses and third grade tours. Thanks to all of you. 

We hope you’ll make it out to an open house, participate in a walking tour, visit the archival 

center at Wakeman Hall and/or attend our remaining three programs. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

      Sincerely,                                        

      Jim Conrad 

A letter from the President 

2017 

Events: 
MAY 17  

“A History of the Toledo Zoo” 

Speaker:  Toledo Zoo Staff 

Wakeman Hall, 7pm 

 May 20 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Downtown Walking Tour, 

9am from Robbins House  

JUNE  8-10 

Attic Treasures Sale,  

9am-3pm 

Wakeman Hall 

JUNE 17 

Historic Homes Tour,  

10am-4pm 

Historic Waterville 

JUNE 24 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Uptown Walking Tour, 11am, 

from Wakeman Hall 

July 29 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Downtown Walking Tour, 
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WHS Attic Treasures Sale at Wakeman Hall 
  

Cool Shopping for Great Stuff! 

 
Thu, Jun 8, 2017 9:00am to 4:00pm thru Sat, Jun 10, 2017 9:00am to 3:00pm  

 

Looking for Donations~  
 

Call Jim Stoma 419-878-0657 or drop off at 

Wakeman Hall, 401 Farnsworth Road Wednesdays, 10:00am to 2:00pm. Waterville School Demolition 



The Waterville Historical Society extends its sympathy to the family of Mary Hel-

en (Dunipace) Bucher who died January 10, 2017. Mary graduated from 

the St. Vincent’s School of Nursing in 1943 and served her country in the 

Army Nurse Corps as a First Lieutenant from 1944 to 1946. A member of 

Hope United Methodist Church, she married Orville Bucher in 1948, who 

preceded her in death in 2013 after 65 years of marriage. Mary is survived 

by her loving family, including daughter Nancy Bucher, a WHS member. 

Condolences are given to the family of Byron “Barney” Stickles who died Janu-

ary 12, 2017. Barney, who considered himself the last living railroad teleg-

rapher in the Toledo area, had recently been a presenter at a WHS program 

in which he demonstrated his talent as a telegraph operator for the former 

Norfolk & Western Railway. A man of multiple degrees and diverse inter-

ests, Barney will be remembered for his generosity and dedication to nu-

merous organizations.  

Sympathy is given to the family of Jim White who died February 10, 2017. Best 

known as an artist, Jim also served as a military policeman during the Kore-

an War. A commercial illustrator with his own art studio, Advertising Arts, 

Jim enjoyed painting landscapes and portraits in oils and charcoal. He was 

generous to the WHS, having donated many paintings for the benefit draw-

ings, and also painted a collage of our River Road Campus and of Wake-

man Hall. He and his wife, Mary, who survives, were married nearly 68 

years. 

Condolences are extended to the family of Karen M. Shepler who died March 

10, 2017. Karen, an Anthony Wayne High School graduate, was inducted 

into the Anthony Wayne Alumni Hall of Fame, and was an ordained elder in 

the United Methodist Church. Her call to ministry came to her from youth 

experiences at church and foreign missions. Karen recently founded Dia-

logue to Change, which encourages groups to meet and discuss race and 

inequality in Toledo. She is survived by a loving family, including sister and 

brother-in-law Marilyn and Jim Simpson, WHS members. 
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AUGUST 26 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Uptown Walking Tour, 11am, 

from Wakeman Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 23 

Roche de Boeuf FestivalRob-

bins & Sargent Houses open 

OCTOBER 11 

Ghostly Encounters IV,   

Wakeman Cemetery, 6:30 pm 

OCTOBER 21 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Downtown Walking Tour, 

9am from Robbins House  

Uptown Walking Tour, 

11am, from Wakeman Hall 

 

NOVEMBER 15 “The Ameri-

can Soldier In World War 

One, A View From the Field”  

Speaker:  Dave Westrick 

Wakeman Hall, 7pm 

DECEMBER 13  

Christmas Dinner 

6 pm, Fallen Timbers Coun-

try Club Clubhouse 

IN MEMORIAM! 

      

Keeping In Touch With Our Members 
 

Member and Wakeman Archival volunteer 

Sally Waggoner has been ill recently and 

at last report was in rehab. Sally, we 

miss you and wish you well in your re-

covery 

 

Members Marilyn and Jim Simpson are now 

residing at Kingston, Jim in rehab and 

Marilyn in assisted living. Warm regards 

to you both. 

 

Happy Birthday to member Jane Ashenfelter 

who will celebrate her 92nd birthday on 

May 14, 2017. Congratulations, Jane; 

we wish you many more! 

 

Member Mary Agee has sold her house in 

Waterville and has moved to her new 

home at the Browning Masonic Commu-

nity.  

Happenings at WHS: 

At their Winter Weekend at Camp Miakonda, Cub Scouts from Troop 101 were given a glimpse of life in 

early Ohio by WHS members Bob Chapman, Jim Conrad, Rose 

Kandik and Kathy Saco.  Lessons included displays of arrow-

heads and frontier weap- ons, spy stories from the American 

Revolution, tales of the Underground Railroad during the 

Civil War and hands-on activities with feather quill pens. 

 

 

 

Scheduled for release this summer by Arcadia Publishing is a pictorial stroll through Waterville history 

compiled by members John and Verna Rose and Phyllis Witzler.  The photos were found by John and Ver-

na Rose in  the Archives at Wakeman Hall and captions written by Phyllis Witzler.  The photos go back to 

those taken by early photographers John Isham and Lester Lyon 

with views of canal boats, bridge building, business and individuals.  

Divided into three time periods, the book covers the modes of trans-

portation relevant in each period ranging from the Maumee River 

and Indian trails, to the Miami and Erie Canal and in the twentieth 

century, The Anthony Wayne Trail.  Copies of the book may be pur-

chased at Wakeman Hall on Wednesdays between 10am and 2pm. 

 

A revised brochure describing  the Historical Society’s mission, functions, facilities and museums  

was put into print early this year.  It offers interesting details about the owners of the museum hous-

es and  the evolution of  the Archival Center at Wakeman Hall.  The reverse side outlines member-

ship opportunities and purchase options for various WHS publications. An accompanying brochure  

provides further information about the Archival Research Center and www.watervillehistory.org, the 

WHS website.  The new brochures may be obtained at Wakeman and the Waterville Public Library.  
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Some of the earliest homes in Waterville were built by August and Charles Metzger, so we thought 

it might be fruitful to talk with Jane Metzger Ashenfelter, a Waterville Historical Society member, 

who is still very much alive, living in Whitehouse, Ohio. Jane is the daughter of the late Charles 

and Ella (Benson) Metzger and the granddaughter of the late August and Juliette (Hill) Metzger. 

 

Jane, a charming lady of nearly 92, met Phyllis Witzler and Florence Wheelden at Yang’s Chinese 

Restaurant in Maumee where, over hot and sour soup and egg foo yung, she reminisced about 

her life and family in Waterville. Jane and her twin sister, June, were born on May 14, 1925, in 

the family home that August and Charles had built at 40 South Second Street. August, a carpen-

ter, taught the trade to his son, Charles, and the two of them worked together, building many 

homes in Waterville, taking pride in their fine workmanship using local wood for  construction and 

beautiful floors. Some of the Metzger-built homes that are still standing are the Metzger home at 

40 South Second (formerly The Health and Wellness Center Day Spa and Salon), August’s home 

on the southeast corner of South and Second, the Starkweather house, next to the now demol-

ished Waterville School, 130 South Second St., 265 North River Road, and the Presbyterian Church.  Paul Ashenfelter, Jane’s late 

husband, later joined his father-in-law in the carpentry business. 

 

At the time that Jane’s family lived at 40 South Second Street, the property extended farther down Second Street where a park ing 

lot is today. There were several out buildings on the property, a beautiful flower garden, several fruit trees, and a prosperous berry 

and vegetable garden where raspberries, grapes, strawberries, corn, asparagus, and other vegetables were grown. 

 

Jane, mother of two children, Rodger and Kay Ann, grandmother of five, and great-grandmother of five, was happy that as a child, 

she could walk to school. She was active in school and remembers performing in plays, operettas, and the chorus. Jane recalled 

that she, Mareda Witte Babcock, Chet Holloway, and Ken Robinson acted together in at least one play. Her close friend was Mae 

Virginia Downs, and other classmates were Anita Fausz Wynocker and Alice Walbolt Nightingale. Jane remembers that as first and 

second graders, she and her sister, June, dressed in matching yellow dresses, were asked by the principal, Mr. Dudrow, to pass out 

diplomas to the graduating seniors.  Always industrious, Jane started making pies for local restaurants at age 14, a skill she learned 

from her aunt, Mary Van Tassel. Good with figures, she worked at the First Federal Savings and Loan in Toledo after graduating from 

high school and later in life at the same bank, a total of more than 30 years. 

 

Now a widow, Jane has slowed down a bit, no longer able to play golf, but still leads an active life, driving, and meeting with friends. 

We thank her for sharing her memories with us and wish her many more happy birthdays! 

 

OUR MEMBERS PRESENT: 

2017 saw two WHS members as presenters at our first two general meetings.  Both were engag-
ing and very well received with attendance at 70 -80 people at each meeting:  

In March, WHS”s own General Anthony Wayne, Frank Butwin, had the audience spellbound with his 

“memories” of his days as a  schoolboy, his early work as a surveyor, military career in the Revolution 

and his exploits at the Battle of Fallen Timbers.  He told of his death, burial in three places and his 

legacy. He even revealed  some of his character traits and put to rest all speculation that he was "mad" (he was not) and a 

"dandy" (he most definitely was). 

April’s presentation by current president, Jim Conrad  featured “all things Waterville School”, from historical  

 photos to anecdotes about faculty, students and activities over the years.  In his soft spoken manner,  

 he talked about the demolition of the school and the future of the site, then encouraged members of  

 the audience to share their stories of their days at Waterville School. 

 

         Despite cool rainy weather, 12 people came to view the updated displays at the Robbins and Sargent House Museums at the end of  

  April, with 6 folks also participating in the walking tour.  The  Houses and Wakeman will be open again on Saturday, May 20th with              

 Downtown featured as the Walking Tour.  All are invited to come. 

 

 

Happy Birthday Jane 



 
 

Saturday, June 17th:   
a BIG Day in Waterville! 

 

 Have you heard about what’s happening in town on that day? Be sure to mark your calendar 
now so you, your family and friends will all be able to participate in these amazing events: 
 

Waterville Historical Society’s first “Historic Homes Tour” since 1989; 

Final day for the  Anthony Wayne Area Arts Commission Plein Air Event (outdoor artists’ will  offer 
their paintings for sale and kids will have opportunities for outdoor hands-on art activities); 

Early to late evening “Rock the Block” party sponsored by the Waterville Chamber of Commerce 
and Third Street Cigar. 

Art, History, and Music what else could there be? (Maybe breakfast or lunch in a local restaurant!) 

 

 

We’re delighted to tell you all about our  

“Historic Homes of Waterville Tour” 
Happening on Saturday, June 17th~10 am-4 pm 

 

 Six beautiful homes in the historic neighborhoods of Waterville will be available for tour-
ing. The Historical Society’s Robbins and Sargent Houses on South River Road will also be open. Many 
of these homes are very true to their original floorplans so that you will get an idea of how our ances-
tors lived during the early days of our community. Several have been remodeled extensively, but still 
retain their historic feel with many original touches.   

 Whose home started out as a livery stable? Where is the home that has seen eight owners in 
its 156 year history, Jacob Rupp having owned it for 49 years? Which home is on the National Register 
of Historic Places? Whose 1800s daughter stitched a sampler that hangs in this house? Every home 
tells a different and unique story. 

 Each home will be filled with volunteers sharing information and fascinating stories that have 
been passed down from generations of Waterville’s past residents! Five of the six homeowners are 
showing their entire house (and one secret garden). Basements, while interesting, will not be open for 
safety purposes. 

 Ticket sales are now underway for $20.00 each. Local businesses Waterville Hardware & Paint, 
Smoke & Fire, Waterville Branch library, and the Wakeman Building (Wednesdays, 10-2) now have 
them available. Tickets may also be purchased “Will Call” on our website: www.watervillehistory.org  
These will be available to pick up at 9:45 AM that day at the shuttle stop: J & R Contracting, 1300 
Michigan (between sponsors Marco’s Pizza and Sweet Retreat).  
 

 Remaining tickets will be sold at each participating home until all are sold. The event will take 
place rain or shine.  Thanks to the many eager volunteers who will work shifts in the homes that day! 

 

http://www.watervillehistory.org

