
 

Dear Members of the Waterville Historical Society, 

 
When I tell people I’m from Waterville, it amazes me how similar their responses 

often are.  Their eyes light up as they use such adjectives as scenic, historic, friendly 

and charming to describe my home town.  Many add that Waterville is a small city 

with a small town feel to it.  We are faced with an excellent opportunity to advance 

and preserve this positive image. 

With the imminent removal of old Waterville School in the next year, the lot upon 

which it stands will once again revert to its original state.  When our town was 

formally platted in 1832 this was designated as the public square or village green.  

With trees opened up to showcase the river view, imagine how stunning this will 

appear as one descends the hill on Farnsworth Road. 

The village green will lie in the middle of Waterville’s historic corridor.  River Road 

features such gems of the 1830s as the Columbian House, and the Oliver Pray, 

Saulspaugh-Reed, Abell-Krause and Jane Richardson houses.  The south end of this 

corridor, a short walk of 1 ¼ blocks from the green, is anchored by our historical 

campus consisting of the Robbins House (1837), the Sargent House (ca. 1840) and 

the Cobbler Shop.  Each year several hundred visitors take advantage of open 

houses.  Educational tours are provided for Waterville Primary School’s third grade 

classes as they study local history.  Rotating displays focusing on Waterville’s history 

are featured in these museums. 

The former 1840s residence and law office of pioneer Edward Sargent and his family 

is facing ruin.  Rotted sills on the original stone base are causing the north wall to 

bow out, a sure sign of imminent collapse.  Experts assure us that in as early as five 

years, the structure may be beyond saving. 

To realize our vision of a fully functioning museum in the Sargent House will require 

installation of electrical service and lighting, ductless heat and air conditioning, an 

alarm system, drywall, plaster and insulation in a portion of the south addition and a 

handicap ramp with exit lighting.  The current dilapidated, inadequate storage garage 

behind the Sargent House will be replaced with a shed allowing for the safe storage 

of artifacts to facilitate our policy of rotating and continually updating displays in the 

museums.  Improved sidewalks will contribute to the safety of visitors.  Funds will be 

set aside to provide for programing costs and an endowment fund will ensure that 

continuous improvements and maintenance will be provided for as well increased 

utilities costs. 

Our goals are lofty as we look toward the future.  An SOS Fundraising Committee has 

been hard at work investigating a number of ideas.  We will keep you informed as we 

near the kickoff.  As always, I thank you for your continued support in maintaining our 

great local treasure—the work of the Waterville Historical Society!  Please continue to 

encourage others to join us. 

     Sincerely,                                        

     Jim Conrad 

A letter from the President 
On the Calendar- 

2016 Events: 

 

SEPTEMBER 24 

Roche de Boeuf Festivities 

Robbins & Sargent Houses 

open 

OCTOBER 12 

Ghostly Encounters III,   

Wakeman Cemetery, 6:30 pm 

NOVEMBER 16 “The Ed-

mund Fitzgerald:  What Re-

ally Happened”  

Speaker:  Ellen Kennedy 

Wakeman Hall, 7pm 

DECEMBER 14  

Annual Christmas Dinner 

Langley Hall,  Maumee, OH, 

6 pm 
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  More Work on the Wakeman! 

Visiting WHS sometime? 

 

Stop at the  

storefront 

entrance 

and see the 

new 

threshold 

built by Jim 

Stoma and 

Bob 

Chapman. 

OOPS! 

  Ann Danko was not 

included in our thanks for 

her help in the Spring 

Grounds Cleanup . 

With apologies,     Ed. 
DON’T FORGET OUR WEBSITE: watervillehistory.org  

        Please “Like Us “on Facebook as well. 
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THANKS!  
  Farewell  and thanks to Frank Butwin who has chosen to leave the WHS Board.  A participant on several Committees, he has re-

enacted our own "General Anthony Wayne" at numerous functions., as well.  Thanks, Frank for all your past efforts and best wishes in 

future endeavors,. 

WELCOME! 
 

Karen Wiggins, former Manager at the Waterville Branch of the Toledo-Lucas County Public Library has graciously consented to fill in 

the remainder of Frank’s term.  She is already actively involved in WHS activities, co-chairing the Historic Homes Tour Committee.  

Welcome , Karen.   

DON’T FORGET RDB: Open Houses, Chinese Raffle, Re-Enactors , Book Sale ... 

     Recognize any of these youngsters? 

They are all third graders from Waterville Primary School.                                     

            The classes spent part of a day in May  volunteering at the Wakeman,       

Robbins and Sargent properties for Spring planting  and beautification.            

They did a beautiful job and the flowers looked great all through the summer. 

   Many Thanks!  We hope to see next year’s third grade in 2017! 

Join WHS for Free Appraisal and Buying Event 
 Have you wished to sort out jewelry you no longer wear? Do you have a collection 
of old/new coins that you wonder where to go to learn its value?  

 To safely learn the worth of your valuables and possibly be paid on the spot… mark your 
calendar for  Saturday November 19 at Wakeman Hall, 401 Farnsworth Road, 8:30 AM-2 PM.  

 WHS, Eagles Nest Numismatics,  and Barrows Jewelers are the sponsors for this event 
and a percentage of sales will benefit the “Save our Sargent house” (SOS) preservation project 
for the Waterville Historical Society. 

      WHS members may bring their items for free appraisal from 8:30 to 10 a.m., and doors will open to the public from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Jewelry, watches, coins, diamonds, gold and silver will be appraised, and sellers who agree with the 
appraisal amount may sell right on the spot. A photo ID will be needed and thumbprints will be taken as well. All sales are 
final. Please bring your friends and neighbors along with you and support our upcoming preservation projects at the same 
time.   Refreshments will be available throughout the day! 

      Eagles Nest Numismatics is a respected member of the American Numismatic Association, and Barrows Jewelers has 
been family owned and operated in Toledo for 37 years. Wakeman Hall is handicap accessible.  

THE FARNSWORTH FAMILY OF WATERVILLE       

 

As a direct descendant of John Pray, the founder of Waterville, Pollie Young Miller has al-

ways been interested in local and family his- tory. On Wednesday, May 18 she presented a 

fascinating photo filled program about her relatives, "The Farnsworth Family of Waterville," 

at Wakeman Hall.  

      From first settling in America to current family members, Pollie delighted her audience 

with anecdotes about the Farnsworth clan.   At one time the Farnsworth Fruit Farms were the 

largest employers in Waterville and Northwest Ohio, and various family members were public 

figures on both state and local levels.  They left behind a legacy of service and involvement in 

their community.  

  

 

Docent in Training  , 

Braden Duncan 

ready to help with the  

walking tours in July! 
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IN MEMORIAM! 

The Waterville Historical Society extends its sympathy to the family of Alice Walbolt Nightingale who died on May 5, 

2016. Alice was a longtime member of WHS and a descendant of John Pray, founder of Waterville. Born and raised 

in Waterville and proud of both parents’ pioneer families, she was best known for her musical talents, having been 

a church choir director and public school vocal music teacher for many years. . She remained active, still playing the 

piano until recently. Alice generously donated photos and other items from her ancestors to the WHS.  

Condolences are also given to the family of Nancy Rulketter Fairhurst who died on May 10, 2016. Nancy was a charter 

member of WHS, and was well known for her charitable works in the Toledo community. She served as Secretary of 

the Board of the Toledo Museum of Art and participated as an Aide and Docent. For ten years Nancy ran a summer 

day camp, Riverford Farms, at her home near Waterville and served nearly 400 area campers each season.  

The WHS is saddened by the loss of Joe Becker who died on July 30, 2016 (his 88th birthday). Joe was a past president  

of WHS and is best remembered for his many years of teaching biology and science at Anthony Wayne High School. 

Joe served on Waterville Council from 1958-1965, then again in 1984 and 1993-1995. He worked as a Metroparks 

carpenter and operated a sawmill business from his Waterville home after retiring as a teacher.  He is survived by 

his wife, Betty Bucher Becker, daughter, Jodie Abbott; sons Gene and David; six grandchildren, and five great-

grandchildren.  

Sympathy is also sent to the family of Darlene Fry, who died on July 10, 2016. Darlene, who worked as a paralegal, grad-

uated from Waterville High School in 1952. She served as 2nd vice president of the WHS and was married to Jack 

Fry, former president of the WHS. 

Condolences are given to the family of Gerald Disher who died on July 5, 2016 at the age of 92. Gerry, a member of 

WHS, was born in Waterville and raised in Toledo where he graduated from Scott High School in 1942. He served 

with the Marines for two and a half years in the Pacific Theater during World War II, and was married to Helen Mae 

Noll until her death in 1988. Gerald worked at Owens Illinois, retiring in 1983. He was a member of the Waterville 

First Presbyterian Church.  He is survived by long time partner, Jane Ashenfelter. 

Sympathy is sent to WHS members Karen and Thomas Wiggins upon the death of Tom’s father, Kenneth Lee Wiggins on 

July 24, 2016. Kenneth was a U.S. Navy veteran of World War II.. He owned and operated Kenny’s Cycle Shop in 

Findlay, OH and loved traveling. He moved to Sun City, AZ in retirement, returning to Toledo in the last five years. 

The WHS extends its sympathy to Nancy and Dave Myerholtz upon the May 18, 2016 death of Dave’s brother, Raymond 

Henry Myerholtz.   Ray worked for Henry Filters for 38 years and was a member of the Monday Mornings Painters 

Group. He enjoyed sports, NASCAR, and traveling. 

Condolences are given to Ben Myers who faithfully cares for the lawns on WHS property upon the death of his step-

father, Kenneth Martin Rothrock on July 17, 2016. Kenneth was a Kansas University graduate and taught Sociology 

at BGSU for 28 years.  

Sympathy is sent to members Pollie and Dan Miller upon the death of Pollie’s sister, Dr. Christine Young who died on 

August 27, 2016. Chrissy was a college dean for William Smith College in New York, a provost in Pennsylvania, and 

later owned her own company that performed college searches for small college and university presidents. Christine 

Young was a life member of WHS.  

Get in Line for the Waterville Historical Homes Tour! 

                                                        Photo courtesy of the Toledo-Lucas County Public Library, obtained from  http:/i/mages2.toledolibrary.org/. 

 
SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, June 17, 2017 

 

Five to six beautiful homes will be featured on this tour; tickets will be $20.00 each to help raise funds for 

the Save our Sargent house (SOS) campaign.  Stay tuned for more information on the hours and the 

specific homes which will be open that day.      

INTERESTED IN SERVING ON THE COMMITTEE OR VOLUNTEERING FOR THE EVENT?  

Just contact Karen Wiggins  via e-mail at:  t-kwiggins@bex.net. 

 

   

Many thanks to artist Jim White who donated an oil painting of the four WHS properties on River Road to 

the SOS (Save Our Sargent House) campaign. Proceeds from the sale of the  painting which features the 

Sargent House, Robbins House, cobbler shop, and garage, will be  directed to the restoration of the Sar-

gent House. 

http://images2.toledolibrary.org/
mailto:t-kwiggins@bex.net

