
 

Dear Members and Friends of the Waterville Historical Society, 

 

We’re off to a fantastic start of what portends to be another banner year for the WHS!  

Beginning on New Year’s Day, the Herb Mericle Polar Bear Plunge drew 1800 spectators 

and participants and was even featured on HLN’s “Morning Express with Robin Meade,” an 

affiliate of CNN!  Next, the Waterville Kroger store team chose us as one of three charities 

to whom Kroger would make a donation.  Thanks largely to the electronic votes cast by our 

steadfast members and supporters, along with Nature’s Nursery and Impact With Hope, we 

were honored with a $5000 donation.  And finally, on February 2, Rob Black of the 

Waterville Gas & Oil Company, formally announced that the company had given us the old 

gas company office on River Road and the Welcome Pray property next to it.  I cannot begin 

to express our gratitude to the Black family for entrusting us with the stewardship of such 

important historic sites. 

With such a solid show of support from our community and business leaders, we are now 

poised to take the next step in our campaign to save the Sargent House and make 

substantial improvements to not only our properties, but also to the educational programs 

we can offer. 

If you have friends or family members who still have not joined our membership, please 

encourage them to do so.  Much of the costs of utilities and day-to-day operations come 

from our members’ dues and kind donations. 

In closing, I once again thank you for your continued support in maintaining our great local 

treasure—the Waterville Historical Society!   Sincerely, 

      Jim Conrad, President 

A letter from the President 

2018 

Events: 

MARCH 21 

“World War II Overview”  

Speaker:  Joel Burg 

Browning Community, 7pm 

APRIL 18 

“An Evening with John Pray” 

Speaker:  Jim Conrad 

Browning Community, 7pm 

APRIL 28 

Open Houses, 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Walking Tours** 

MAY 16  

“Relatives Hiding in Federal 

Records:   

Speaker:  Marjorie Waterfield 

Wakeman Hall, 7pm 

 May 19 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Walking Tours** 

JUNE  7-9 

Attic Treasures Sale,  

9am-3pm 

Wakeman Hall 

JUNE 30 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Walking Tours** 

JULY 28 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 
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A Message from the Executive Director 

 
As Jim said in his President’s letter, things are progressing at a fevered pitch here at the Water-
ville Historical Society. Talk about someone stealing your thunder! Jim quite eloquently re-
capped our amazing activities since the last newsletter.  Our astonishing success in developing 
and implementing three “Public Awareness” projects is nothing short of amazing considering the 
short amount of time to develop the “Waterville Historical Spooktacular”, the “Light Up Water-
ville” event, and “The 2018 Herb Mericle Polar Bear Plunge”. With only a few weeks’ notice 
(sometimes only a month), the Special Events and Public Awareness Committee, Chaired 
by WHS board member,Molly Good was able to pull off three fantastic events that garnered the 
attention of not only Waterville, but the entire metropolitan area dramatically increasing our 
community image as a “Go To “organization.  

I am conservatively estimating that our last three projects have earned us well over a half a 
million impressions of our good work and attracted over 3,000 participants. Many more pro-
grams and events are in the planning stage!   

I hope you have had an opportunity to read the entire Mirror Newspaper article from February 
1st written about the Waterville Gas Company gift.  On the second page was a lengthy article 
and photo of our Student Advisory Council. These amazing students have participated in five 
meetings since the inception of the Council and have dedicated their volunteer work to help 
WHS assess and improve our social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter and our Website). In 
addition, they are now actively planning a series of programs to bring students of all ages into 
our fold and raise money for the Society’s capital campaign.  

 In short, we have dramatically increased our “awareness factor” tenfold and are now poised to 

ask for the funding community to join us in our Capital Campaign.  All great news! Watch This 

Space!                                                      

                                                                                          Dennis Jones 

Many  thanks to Molly Good, 

Rose Kandik and Florence 

Wheelden for contributing  

articles for this expanded  

edition of the newsletter.   Ed. 



 

We Are Growing! 
A generous donation from the Black family, owners of the Waterville Gas Co. added 

two buildings to the Waterville Historical Society campus. the old Waterville Gas 
building on 9 N. River Rd. and the adjacent house at 11 N. River Rd.   The 9 N. River 
Rd building, built circa 1827 or 1828, was the original office of the Gas Co. founded 
by Robert G. Stitt and partners., selling natural gas to local residents.  The adjacent 
home, listed  in county documents as circa 1887, but believed to be much older, was 

purchased by Robert Stitt in 1929.   

In accepting the keys from Robert Black at a televised 
ceremony  on February 2nd, President Jim Conrad noted 
“We are pleased that the Black family has honored us to 
put these properties into our hands”.  Jim Conrad and 
Dennis Jones, Executive Director see the acquisition of 
the buildings as an opportunity to further emphasize 

Waterville’s  history as part of the attraction of our town. 
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We Are Involved! 

 
Under the direction of Executive Director Dennis Jones and Molly Good, Chair of the newly formed Spe-

cial Events Committee, WHS participated in three community events this autumn and winter: 

 
Created to pull our local history into the fun of Halloween, on October 26th, a new event, the Waterville 

Historical Spooktacular was held on the Historic Robbins and Sargent homes properties.  Over 560 

costumed guests enjoyed stories about Waterville's spooky history, candy with Mr. and Mrs. Sargent, 

learned creepy facts about our bodies at the Rebel Chiropractic Boneyard, and tasted spookylicious 

doughnuts from Holey Toledough, courtesy of Heartland of Waterville.  StoryPoint was instrumental in planning 

the event and Biggby Coffee offered free coffee and hot cocoa to our guests.   

In conjunction with 3rd Street Business owners, on Saturday, December 2nd, the Waterville Historical Society 

planned activities for Light Up Waterville for the holidays.  The event drew nearly 900 people to our downtown for 

food trucks from Toledo, a tree lighting ceremony, Christmas carols, wassailers, and historic tales of Christmas 

traditions in Waterville.  Visits from The Winter Sisters, Crystal the Elf, and Santa 

Claus, ornament decorating and face painting were highlights for the children who 

attended this event. 

 To bring in the new year, WHS volunteered to organize Herb Mericle's 89th Annual Polar Bear 

Plunge with the help of Plunge Veterans to preserve the history  of the event.  This was a year to 

set records!  1,800 people flooded to the bank of the Maumee in Memorial Park, which was a rec-

ord attendance.  It was also a record cold for the plunge at a balmy 6 degrees, with the water in 

the river being right around 22 degrees.  Every news station in town came to watch the plungers and Historical Society footage 

was featured on HLN's “Morning Express with Robin Meade,” a CNN Affiliate.  Rebel Chiropractic assisted with marketing and 

set-up and Holey Toledough Doughnuts and Biggby Coffee came to keep our crowds warm.  The Historical Society sold nearly 

150 t-shirts to the crowd. 

 

 

We Are Blessed! 
 
The Waterville Historical Society  was selected as one of three local 
nonprofit organizations to participate in a fundraiser to highlight the 
expansion and re-opening of the new Kroger Waterville Marketplace.  
Competing against Impact With Hope and Nature’s Nursery for votes 
from members and the public, WHS came in second, but in a surprise 
announcement at the Kroger Marketplace Grand Opening, all three 
nonprofits were awarded $5,000.  WHS is indebted to our devoted vot-
ers who loyally voted for us every single day for an entire week.   
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AUGUST 25 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Walking Tours**  

SEPTEMBER 22 

Roche de Boeuf Festival 

Robbins & Sargent Houses 

Open 

OCTOBER 10 

Ghostly Encounters V,   

Wakeman Cemetery, 6:30 pm 

OCTOBER 17 

Ghostly Encounters — Rain Date 

OCTOBER 20 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center, 

10am-2pm 

Walking Tours** 

NOVEMBER 14  

“Art Stolen by Nazis in 

World War II”  

Speaker:  Al Geha 

Wakeman Hall, 7pm 

DECEMBER 12  

Christmas Dinner 

Fallen Timbers Fairways 

Clubhouse, 6 pm 

 

**Walking Tours Schedule: 

Downtown Walking Tour, 

9am from Robbins House  

Uptown Walking Tour, Noon, 

from Wakeman Hall 

A Tribute to Phyllis Witzler 

Long-time member and volunteer, 

Phyllis Witzler, retired late last year 

from her position as the Chair of 

History and Publicity Committee. 

Joining the Waterville Historical 

Society in 1986, Phyllis has been a 

volunteer with Wakeman Archival 

Center since it opened in 2001. 

She helped organize the Archives 

after the WHS bought and restored 

the Wakeman Building at the cor-

ner of Farnsworth Road and the 

Anthony Wayne Trail. In addition to 

her work at the Archives, Phyllis 

has served as president in 1990 

and 1991, board member, docent, 

publicity chairman, author and 

editor. As an archivist, she was 

helpful to visitors searching for 

relatives, homes, businesses, and 

Waterville history. 

 

A professional journalist, Phyllis was a writer and editor for the Anthony Wayne Standard 

newspaper in the 1970s, and has continued with the publication of several books. In 

1994, she provided assistance to Dr. Diane Britton and her history students at the Univer-

sity of Toledo with research, photos and printing of A History of the Columbian House and 

in 1998 assisted author Verna Rose with research and editing of Waterville, Ohio Memori-

al Profiles. Perhaps her greatest accomplishment was the writing of I Remember When…, 

starting in 1987 with interviews of longtime local residents and ending with its publication 

in 2010. This treasure becomes more valuable as a resource with age, as many of those 

interviewed have died. Then in 2017, Phyllis co-authored Waterville with Verna and John 

Rose. This book is a compilation of early photos and captions of people, businesses, 

schools, events, and churches, leading its readers from a river town and canal town to a 

railway and highway town. 

 

In addition to these accomplishments, Phyllis has served the Society in many other capac-

ities. She was editor of the Waterville Historical Society’s newsletter from 1995 to 1999 

and compiled numerous scrapbooks for the Archives. She provided photos and text for 

1998 and 2000 WHS calendars. Phyllis was the Society’s photographer, documenting the 

history of the Society in numerous notebooks, and has written articles for our website, 

Canal Post, and Bend of the River. She was our chief editor, making sure that documenta-

tion and punctuation were correct.  She wrote press releases and applied for the Ohio 

historical markers at Pray Park and Wakeman Hall commemorating the Miami and Eric 

Canal, John Pray, Founder, and the Wakeman Hall/Waterville Historical Society’s 50th   

Anniversary. 

 

Mere words and tributes can’t begin to thank Phyllis enough for her contributions over the 

years to the Waterville Historical Society.  We will miss her talents, but wish her the best 

in the future and hope to see her around town and at the Society’s meetings. 

 

 

Board members Bob Chapman and Karen Wiggins have relinquished their at-large board 

positions to continue Phyllis’ responsibilities with the Historical Society. 

 
Our New Junior Members! 

Recently formed WHS Student Advisory 
Council at Anthony Wayne High School 
has eight members:  Loren Dennie, 
Kaila Glonek, Anna Jones, Joyce Jung, 
Catherine McClure, Jordan Pack,    
Connor Spradlin and Maya Vogel.  
They meet regularly to plan ideas to 
draw younger people into WHS events.  
Three of the members are pictured at 
the WHS Christmas party. 
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Welcome to Our Newest  2017 Members!  

IN MEMORIAM! 

     The Waterville Historical Society extends its sympathy to the family of member Jeffrey Glen Millns who died December 27, 2017. A 

professional horticulturist, he was a past president of Allied Florists of Toledo Area and a member of professional horticulturists’ organ-

izations. Jeffrey had owned and operated the former Joe I. Cooper Florist in Waterville for many years after he bought it in 1976. Jeffrey 

held memberships in many organizations including the Waterville Area Chamber of Commerce and was a charter member of the 

Waterville Downtown Development Committee. Jeffrey was a kind man with a big heart, and he will be missed. 

 

Condolences are also sent to member Betty Lloyd on the death of her husband, Blaine, who died December 22, 2017. Blaine served in 

the U.S. Army as a Clerk and Chaplains Assistant stationed at Fort Meade, Maryland. An accountant, he worked at many local compa-

nies including Libbey Glass, Pexco Packing, and the Tem-Cole Company, and enjoyed bowling, golfing, and jigsaw puzzles. Blaine will 

be greatly missed by his family and friends. 

 

Sympathy is also given to member Molly Good on the death of her grandmother, Doris Teeters, who died January 17, 2018 in Piqua, 

OH. Doris was married to her husband, Dorwin Teeters, for 65 years, and he survives along with a large and loving family. Doris was an 

active member of her church, St. Paris Church of God, and served in Sunday School, Bible School, and Women of the Church, as well 

as Christian Women’s Club and Tots to Teens Mothers Club. Doris is greatly missed by her family and friends. 

. 

Bill and Liz Anderson, Waterville 

Melanie Calevro, Perrysburg 

Kathy D’Amore, Swanton 

Mike and Chris Masiker, Waterville 

Keeping In Touch With Our Members 

 
Members Ron and Lou Peyton have moved to the Browning Masonic Community.  Ron recently had hip replacement surgery and 

then suffered a fall which resulted in hospitalization. Latest word is that Ron is home from rehab. Best of luck, Ron, for a 

speedy recovery. 

Happy Birthday to WHS members Verna Rose and Rich Whitbeck who are celebrating February birthdays. 

Member Lois Rubright has made a successful recovery from hip replacement surgery. 

Member Barbara Jones is now working in the Waterville Archival Research Center. 

Member Earl Witzler is now recuperating at home after a fall. Earl was hospitalized, and then spent time at Otterbein Rehabilita-

tion Center in Perrysburg. Get well soon, Earl! 

Congratulations to member Florence Wheelden upon the birth of a great-granddaughter, Ayla Mae Wheelden, who was born Jan. 

12, 2018, in Martinsburg, PA. 

Just heard that member Vonnie Utz has been hospitalized. Hope you’re up and around soon, Vonnie. 

Member John Bradley has suffered a broken leg and has had surgery for the repair. He’s recuperating at home now, and we wish 

him a speedy and full recovery. 

Thank you to Westfield Insurance Foundation for their gracious memorial in honor of Kenneth C. Weihl. Through marriage, Ken-

neth was related to the Walbolt family. 

Also heard that Ann Lotshaw has suffered illnesses requiring hospitalization.  It’s good to see you back out and about, Ann. 

 

                    

 

Members in the News 

 

An article written by Wakeman 

volunteer, Randy Studer was recently published in the 

Anthony Wayne Mirror.  In it, he recounts  the history of 

the site of the recently demolished Kam Wah  

restaurant, torn down to make way for the new Waterville Bridge.   

The full story can be viewed on our website:www.watervillehistory.org.   

             Membership Changes in Effect 
 

At our November annual meeting, our latest Constitution revision was 

approved. In it, Article III, Section 2 reads: “The Board of Directors, shall, from 

time to time, set the amount of dues and categories of membership in the 

Society. Those members who fail to pay dues by May 1 of each year shall be 

considered lapsed members of the Society.” 

          By now you should have received the new membership envelope which 

deletes the Senior+ category and moves all adults to the “Individual” $20.00 

category. More than one individual can simply move to the “Family” category 

which remains at $30.00. Also deleted is the LIFE category. We appreciate 

those LIFE members who sent donations in the official envelope this year! You 

are “grandfathered” in but your annual support is encouraged.  Added is a 

Student category for active HS/college students who wish to become official 

members at a modest $5.00 membership charge. 

          Finally, we really appreciate those who renew membership early in the 

calendar year. We ask that all renewals be in by May 1st which allows us to 

enter the roster of names in the May/June newsletter. And please, if you’ve 

not provided an email address for us to communicate much less expensively, 

add that to your membership info line. 

Donations to the Waterville Historical 

Society for 2017 and numerous fascinating 

articles about Waterville history                   

can be found at:  

www.watervillehistory.org.   



 

“The Soldier in World War I:  A View from the Field” was presented Wednesday, November 18 at Wakeman Hall 

by Dave Westrick, retired communications consultant and historical researcher.  He displayed artifacts of the 

common soldier in “The Great War” and described the harrowing experiences of young men who had never 

fought a modern war with explosives, poison gas and airplanes. 
 
 

A revised constitution was passed at the November meeting and two new Board Members  

elected.:  Molly Good and Julia Wylie, Board Members-at-Large.   To learn more about them, go 

to our website:    www.watervillehistory.org.                                                                                     

                                                

 

 

 

The Historical Society’s annual Christmas Party, held at Fallen Timbers 

Fairways Clubhouse on December 6th, featured appetizers, a buffet 

dinner and delightful performances by the Anthony Wayne High School 

choirs, directed by Amy Gelsone.  Reactions to the change in location 

were generally positive and reservations have already been made to 

hold it there again next year, though at a later date (see calendar). 
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SO C IETY  N EWSL ETTER  

WHS activities at Roche de Bout had a glorious sunny day and a great turnout.  Featured on 

the grounds of the Robbins and Sargent museums were re-enactors with Red Bear and Co, an 

art and antiques raffle, a Fallen Timbers Battleground information table, a Victorian lady’s 

dress up sequence with Kathy Dowd from the Maumee Valley Historical Society and tin punch-

ing for the children.   

 

A cold rainy night caused “Ghostly Encounters IV” to be held at Wakeman Hall on Wednesday, October 11th.  This year’s 

ghosts, Orson Ballou, Miranda Steedman, Fred Haverland, George M. Utz, Cinder-

ella Isham, Gustave Dedrich,  Florence Starkweather, Fred England, Agnes 

Graf and Harry Dudrow again regaled the audience with their funny and poign-

ant stories.  They were portrayed by     DeAnna and John Bradley, Jim Conrad, 

Jim Herzberg, Rose Kandik,                     David LaGrange,  Kathy Saco and    

Karen and Tom  Wiggins .   

Autumn & Year End Events: 

 Volunteering your time can help us make history come alive in the community!! 
Check out the opportunities on the flap of our membership envelope! Our community appreciates all the programs and events 

that make the Waterville Historical Society a meaningful presence in the area. We need help in a variety of ways. Make a New 

Year’s resolution to share your talents (with us!) Here are descriptions for the requested helping hands: 

        Building Restoration and Maintenance.  With the acquisition of two more buildings, more than ever, help is needed to        

 preserve our buildings  Anyone with maintenance skills would be welcome. 

  Docent. (Docents are volunteer teachers who provide learning experiences in the form of museum tours, demonstra-

tions, or instruction in special areas.) We will provide a brief training for you to help with 3rd grade visits, Roche de 

Boeuf, Open Houses, and Walking Tours. 

Landscaping. Occasional weeding, planting, trimming on campuses, especially in spring and fall. 

Coordinator, Roche de Boeuf fest. Sat., Sept. 22, 2018. “Pioneer Arts”, Silent Auction, Raffle, Open Houses. Many volun-

teers needed that day as well. Assistance/mentoring available for new coordinator(s). 

Attic Treasures. Held on June 7-9 during the Community Garage Sale event. Help is needed to organize, promote, and sell   

vintage and funky items at Wakeman Hall. 

Design or help set up flyers, brochures, Facebook page quips, website ideas, etc. 

     *SAVE THE DATE:       
Dine2Donate, Granite City Food & Brewery, Fallen Timbers Mall,  

SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 9a-9p     20% OFF TOTAL BILL TO WHS!    Tell your server before you order. 

http://www.watervillehistory.org

