
Dear Members of the Waterville Historical Society, 

Before I share a brief overview of the exciting events we are planning for this year, I want to offer my sincere 

heartfelt thanks to the following: 

• Verna Rose and the Archival Center’s volunteer staff consisting of Bob Chapman, Marilyn Crum, Barb Jones, 

Steve Lepiarz, John Rose and Randy Studer for tallying over 1500 volunteer hours in the center this past year!  

This does not include the countless hours they spent at home compiling research and writing articles for the 

website.  Verna informs me that this year, weather permitting, the archives will be open every Wednesday 

from 10 to 2, as well as the last Saturday of the month in warmer weather!  We are truly blessed to have such 

volunteers. 

•  Although Gary Waugh has agreed to remain on the Board of Directors, he has decided to retire from the 

position of Treasurer.  Thank you for a great job, Gary!  Sue Bagdonas will pick up the torch. 

• Rose Kandik has chosen to “retire from active duty” as long-time Board member and 2nd Vice President.  

Thanks Rose for your many years of service.  You will be missed. 

• And lastly, Toni Stoma, our veteran editor of the newsletter has also decided to pass the job along.  Steve 

Wayne has graciously volunteered to take the position.  Thanks for all you’ve done, Toni! 

Committee chairs are putting together a full slate of events and activities for this year. 

• Jim Stoma promises five programs including “Ghostly Encounter VI.” 

• Bob Chapman is scheduling seven open houses and five historic walking tours for both downtown and 

uptown.  He hopes to provide additional activities on campus during open houses.  If you an organization you 

would like to arrange an open house or walking tour for, please contact Bob or me. 

• Molly Good and her Special Events and Public Awareness Committee are moving ahead with another season 

of fun opportunities and the Student Advisory Council (chairs to be determined) are also preparing to ramp 

up for more activities and projects. 

•  Karen Wiggins and Diana Waugh have taken on the challenge of organizing another Historic Homes Tour!  

Mark your calendars for June 15! 

• And last, but not least, Josh Torres and the Steering Committee, along with the Friends and Family Committee, 

are in the solicitation phase of our Capital Campaign! 

In closing, I once again thank you for your continued support in maintaining our great local treasure—the 

Waterville Historical Society!   

Sincerely, 

Jim Conrad, President 

A letter from the President WHS 2019 Events: 

MARCH 20 

“Decades of Fashion”  

Speakers: Connie Isbell & 

Betty Metz 

StoryPoint, 7pm 

APRIL 17 

“The Voices of Fallen  

 Timbers”  

Speaker:  Fallen Timbers 

Commission and Friends 

StoryPoint, 7pm 

APRIL 27 

Open Houses, 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival  

Center, 10am-2pm 

Walking Tours** 

MAY 15  

TBA 

Speaker:   

Wakeman Hall, 7pm 

 
MAY18 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival  

Center, 10am-2pm 

Walking Tours** 

JUNE  6-7 

Attic Treasures Sale,  

9am-3pm 

Wakeman Hall 

JUNE 15 

Historic Homes Tour,  

10am-4pm 

Historic Waterville 

JUNE 29 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival  

Center, 10am-2pm 

Walking Tours** 

JULY 27 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 
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A Message from the Executive Director 

 

As Jim noted in his Report to the Society, we are on the fast track to a successful campaign conclusion. The 

Steering and Friends and Family committees have been doing yeoman’s work in identifying and soliciting our 

major prospects for the campaign. All of you have received a pledge request from the committee in the last 

few weeks and thank you so much to those of you who have returned your gift intents.  As you know, the Soci-

ety has methodically produced a strategic plan and facility needs to serve us in the future. We have proven 

our worth to our community through our many programs, services and educational events. In short, the Socie-

ty IS preparing itself for another 50 years of service to our beloved community.  But, to be the best we can be, 

we need you to contribute sacrificially to the capital campaign and join us in volunteering for our many pro-

grams and services. 

Our amazing Special Events and Public Awareness Committee is now in the process of planning a SPECTACU-

LAR Event unlike any the Society has ever planned or executed.  Just a warning, this will be a high-ticket event 

and is designed to really showcase our organization to our entire Toledo area community.  Watch this space 

for more information as the plans are developed.  

Executive Director 

Dennis R Jones   

Steve Wayne, Ed 
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  WHS 2019 Events  
                      Continued 

AUGUST 24 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center,  

10am-2pm 

Walking Tours**  

SEPTEMBER 28 

Roche de Boeuf Festival Robbins 

& Sargent Houses Open 

OCTOBER 9 

Ghostly Encounters VI,   

Wakeman Cemetery, 6:30 pm 

OCTOBER 16 

Ghostly Encounters — Rain Date 

OCTOBER 26 

Open Houses 9am-12pm 

Wakeman Archival Center,  

10am-2pm 

Walking Tours** 

NOVEMBER 20  

TBA 

Speaker:  TBA 

Wakeman Hall, 7pm 

DECEMBER 12  

Christmas Dinner 

Fallen Timbers Fairways  

Clubhouse, 6 pm 

**Walking Tours Schedule: 

Downtown Walking Tour, 9am 

from Robbins House  

Uptown Walking Tour, Noon, 

from Wakeman Hall 

 

A Tribute to Rose Kandik 

  

Treasurer Sue Bagdonas, originally elected as 2nd Vice President, agreed to take the position 

of Treasurer when Gary Waugh, due to illness requested to be removed as Treasurer.  He will 

continue to serve as a Board Member at Large. 
 

Mrs. Bagdonas has been a CPA for 42 years, retiring in August of 2018. Her 

last position was Director of Finance at the Toledo Zoo.  She has been married 

to Jim Bagdonas for 42 years.  They became docents about a year and half 

ago.   Sue has loved learning about the history of Waterville and is glad that 

she has this opportunity to be a small part in the preservation of that history.  

 

As a result of the change, a search has been initiated for a 2nd Vice President.  

Anyone who might be interested in serving on the Board can contact Jim 

Conrad or any other Board member at the phone numbers listed on the last page.   

 

 

Elected as Board Member at Large was Steve Lauer.  Also recently retired, 

Mr. Lauer has  family ties in the area.  His mother was born in Henry County 

and several of her family lines go back to the 1830s-1860s there.  He been 

a member of the Society since the 1980s; he and his wife, Paula have 

recently served on the SOS committee. With retirement, he is looking 

forward to increasing his involvement with WHS. 

   New Editor! 
I look forward to serving 
as the Editor of this 
Waterville Historical 
Society Newsletter.  As 
you come across 
information that you 
feel should be included 
then please send to me 
at sawcaw@msn.com 
and I’ll try my best to 
include it.  I have 40 
years in the printing 
industry owning Wayne 
Graphics and working 
for other graphics 
companies.    

Historic Homes Tour 
Excitement is building for Waterville’s second “Historic Homes Tour” !  Be sure 
to mark your calendar for Saturday, June 15th to see which beautiful historic 
homes will be featured this year. 

We will start ticket sales in April, 2019 with a limited number of $20.00 tickets 
for the day, so put this on your calendar as well!  You won’t want to miss some 
of the stories that accompany these lovely homes from Waterville’s past.   

Saturday, June 15, 2019, 10 AM - 4 PM 

Don’t forget to catch up with 

the latest about WHS plus 

some great Waterville stories 

on our website:  

www.watervillehistory.org.   

In her role as 2nd VP for the last eight years, Mrs. Kandik worked tirelessly to 
expand membership and dedicated much of her time to conceiving and 
organizing numerous fundraisers for the Historical Society, from “Dine to 
Donates” to Appraisal Fairs to the hugely successful Historic Homes Tour.   
 
For a number of years, she organized the Pioneer Arts activities for Roche de 
Boeuf, seeking out artists and crafters, children’s activities and musicians.  
  
She took on the publication of the Society’s newsletter, was involved in the 
original development of the WHS website and has spent countless hours 
creatively designing flyers, signs, and information cards that were posted in 
restaurants and other public places. 
 
She created a training program for new docents and served on a committee 
with Anthony Wayne teachers and other WHS members to develop a local 
history program for Waterville School third graders. 
 
Finally, she has had a second “life” with WHS portraying various ghosts in the 
annual October Ghostly Encounters series, as Sophia Ulrich, Agnes Graf and 
others.  Her efforts will not be forgotten. 
 
Our best wishes to you Rose and we hope you will continue to stay involved 
with the Historical Society.  

 Board Changes for 2019 

Steve 
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                     Members in the News 

Correspondence Report 
Sympathy Cards — November, December, January  Betty Lloyd - upon death of brother, John & Linda Pezzino –

upon the death of his father, February –Darrel Launder –upon death of wife Sue, Tom & Nancy Verner -upon 

death of his mother, Earl & Phyllis Witzler -Upon the death of his sister.    

Get Well Cards –Gary Waugh 

Thank You Notes –Sandi Denniss & StoryPoint: Spooktacular participation; for hosting Capital Campaign Kick-

Off Event & providing food. Rebel Chiropractic –Spooktacular participation; Gelati Photography –Spooktactular 

& Light Up Waterville participation; Holly Toledough –Donut truck –Spooktacular participation; Sandi Denniss - 

Special thank you card for her organizing the Capital Campaign Kick-Off Event. 

 

 
Julia Wiley, Board Member, was recently presented with the Fort Industry Chapter of the 

DAR 2018 Community Service Award.  The award is a national award. The Daughters of 

the American Revolution award is presented to a member of the community for outstand-

ing voluntary achievements in cultural, educational, patriotic or historical work. Wiley is 

president of the Fallen Timbers Battlefield Preservation Commission whose goal is the 

preservation and protection of the Fallen Timbers Battlefield. Pictured at left is Julia in 

the middle with Regent Brenda Corr and Beverly St. Clair, of Fort Industry DAR Chapter. 

 

Waterville Historical Displays 2019 
Report from Bob Chapman - Displays for this year in the Robbins House will be about Waterville Businesses fea-

turing both River Town and Canal Town businesses. There will be a new display upstairs that will be based on a 

“Then and Now” concept, featuring businesses around Waterville and the immediate area.  

The Wakeman Building will have displays by both the Whitehouse and Monclova Historical Societies, as well as 

a display highlighting D-Day, June 6, 1944, which will be honoring the 75th anniversary of the event. 

 

Anthony Wayne High School Wall of Honor 
Anthony Wayne High School is planning to have a Wall of Honor to recognize all Veterans that served in the mili-

tary who are AW graduates or school staff. The veteran could have been active duty or reservist status. This wall 

will be next to the main gym entrance at the high school and hopes to have it installed this Spring. There will be 

a section highlighting those who were KIA or MIA/POW as well. They are asking graduates, family and friends to 

submit names to the school. They are also recognizing all graduates or staff from Waterville, Whitehouse and 

Monclova schools before the consolidation in 1951. For further information you can visit 

www.anthonywayneschools.org to fill out a form or you can follow this link to go directly to the form:  

https://goo.gl/forms/QRmJL8o8Uhw0Hnft2 . Any further questions please contact the high school office at  

419-877-0466.                                    

         

New Program at Toledo Lucas County Public Library  

In an effort to make their collections as representative and inclusive as possible, the Toledo Lucas County Public 

Library has created a simple tool to submit photographs to the library for inclusion in their digital collections. 

They have a blog post on their website that has all the details on how to get involved. Simply go to the following 

blog post address http://www.toledolibrary.org/blog/become-a-part-of-toledos-history to include your photos. 

They are interested in receiving more historical material to add to what they already have about our community, 

therefore, WHS members are encouraged to continue to make our community’s history well preserved. 

They say they would love to have anything from old snapshots found in a shoebox to pictures you snapped on 

your smartphone at a recent event.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact John Dewees, 

MLIS, CPL, Supervisor Digitization Services, Toledo Lucas County Public Library, 419-259-5374 or email him at 

John.dewees@toledolibrary.org   

 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://goo.gl/forms/QRmJL8o8Uhw0Hnft2&data=02%7c01%7c%7c0b6fd849a78f44dfb8b008d69283b3e3%7c84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7c1%7c0%7c636857491682595244&sdata=7WrexWbTOPP9qJ5udRbIG/s1/4Eo/IqXOQSf6Uzloro%3D&
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              WHS Launches $559,221 Capital Campaign  

   The Waterville Historical Society has embarked on a Capital Campaign to raise $559,221.  President Jim Conrad 

said, “we do have serious needs,” at a Capital Campaign kick-off event at StoryPoint on December 6, 2018.  The 

breakdown of those funds are $394,221 for facilities renovation, construction and public square improvements; 

$96,000 for educational programming and equipment; and $69,000 for salaries and fundraising expenses. 

   The fundraising committee has prepared a prospectus to be given to po-

tential donors.  The document outlines all the details and breakdown of all 

the costs and expenses, accomplishments, goals and financial needs, said 

WHS executive director.   

   Some of the most expensive items to be addressed are: the circa 1840 

Sargent House, named after Edward Sargent, an early justice of the peace.  

The estimate for all the renovations to the Sargent House, which include 

new roofing, HVAC, new foundation, adding electricity  and security equipment  

totals $163,000.  Also on the River Road museum complex is the Robbins 

House, built in 1838.  It needs handicap ramp, new roof, HVAC and security 

equipment.  The George Hazewell Haley Cobbler Shop, a 10 foot by 15 foot 

wooden building needs $6,500 in renovating.  The “shop” is used for storage of antique tools needed for agricul-

ture and frontier life.   

   The current storage shed used to store artifacts and items for rotation on display throughout the year is not re-

pairable and is estimated to cost $30,000 to replace.  Wakeman Hall, built in 1881 as a Masonic Lodge was pur-

chased by WHS in 1991 and needs new roof, lighting, carpeting, signage, 

parking lot paving and Wi-Fi for a total of $103,621. 

   Earlier in 2018 the WHS was gifted two buildings owned by the Waterville 

Gas Co., a two-story statuary building and a home next door once owned by 

Dr. Welcome Pray.  The home is currently for sale, but the WHS intends to 

renovate the Waterville Gas building, estimated to be one of the oldest 

buildings in town. The cost for renovation and educational exhibits is esti-

mated at $75,000.  

   Educational outreach to schools, organizations and events has an esti-

mated cost of $126,000, which includes statuary and benches for the  

new waterfront park. 

   Since it’s inception in 1964 by 34 citizens with a shared vision for preserving Waterville’s rich history.  Over the 

years the WHS has taken care of artifacts, collected and shared stories, and provided uptown and downtown 

walking tours with costumed docents, performed the Ghostly Encounters program at Wakeman Cemetery.  Also, 

provided re-enactors at the Roche de Boeuf Festival and hosting Halloween and Christmas events have brought 

the community and history together. To date the WHS has published 8 books on local history and maintains a 

website at www.watervillehistory.org and produces a newsletter.     

Painting by the late artist Jim White. 

 

Mirror photo by Karen Gerhardinger 

                 Whitehouse Historical Society In the News 

 

   The Whitehouse Historical Society has elected a new slate of officers for 2019.  The new officers are president, 

Angie Kuhn; vice president, Becky King; secretary, Joe Dollman and treasurer, Kathy 

Dollman.  The society was formed in 1970 by founding members Grace Berlin and 

Louise Stedman and others.  The initial mission was to  restore the log home, which 

it did and now focuses on ways to preserve and celebrate the village’s history.   

   The 2 story log home at the corner of Weckerly and Lenderson is open during 

events such as Cherry Fest, Halloween and Christmas is an introduction of the com-

munity to the WHS.  A couple artifacts in the log home are a baby cradle and quilt 

originally used by founder Grace Berlin.                         

    Other projects are a book published in June 2018 titled I Hear Tell, a collection of 

stories about Whitehouse.  Plans are being made to publish a second book titles I 

Hear Tell Too, which may include topics including fire and police departments, the Pythians, German POW’s in  

WWll working at the Workhouse, swimming in the quarry and growing up in the 60’s. 

L to R: Becky King, Angie Kuhn, Joe 

Dollman and Kathy Dollman. 



IN MEMORIAM 
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"Light Up Waterville"  

Originally scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 1, due to bad weather, the event was 

rescheduled for the following Wednesday.  The tree beside Clayful  Arts was 

lit at 6:00 pm with coffee and hot chocolate served by Bigby Coffee. John 

Pray (or was it Father Christmas) made  an appearance to share Waterville 

Christmas stories and traditions by the bonfire.  Santa was seated at Dale’s 

for children to bring their lists, enjoy cookies donated by StoryPoint Senior 

Living and have their photos taken by Galati Photographers, while Santa’s 

elves, Bill Albert, Sandi Denniss, Dennis Jones and Jim Stoma scurried about 

to see that all was in order.    

 WHS Christmas Party      
The Historical Society’s annual Christmas Party, held at Fallen Timbers Fairways Clubhouse on December 12th, featured appetizers, a buffet dinner 

and a delightful performance by Close Harmony, the Anthony Wayne High School choir, directed by Amy Gelsone.  Reservations have already been 

made to hold it there on December 11th, 2019  Save the date!!   

YEAR END EVENTS 

  Cornell pezzino 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

Cornell (Cono) Pezzino, age 91, of Maumee, passed away 

on Wednesday, November 21, 2018. Born in 1927, a child 

of immigrant parents Salvador Pezzino and Antoinette 

Schiavone, he was raised by his maternal grandmother 

along with his sister Marianna in East Toledo. Mr. Pezzino 

attended Waite High School before joining the U.S. Army. In 

spite of being wounded in combat, he was field promoted 

on the Korean battlefield to sergeant of his platoon. 

   Upon his return to the States he married Gloria Uhrman  

 

and they raised their sons in Oregon, Ohio. They divorced and 

later he met and married Clara Murphy in 1979 and moved to 

Maumee, Ohio. As a father, uncle, cousin, scoutmaster and 

Conrail maintainer, snow bird, gardener, fix-it man and go-to 

guy, Mr. Pezzino raised his sons with an Italian work ethic which 

allowed them to own their own businesses. He was always com-

munity minded. Even as a senior citizen, he was honored by the 

city of Maumee Police Division in a public ceremony acknowl-

edging his assistance in an investigation leading to the arrest of 

a wanted fugitive. 

   Surviving are his loving wife, Clara; sister, Marianna; sons, 

Michael and John (Linda) Pezzino; stepson, Patrick (Arlene) 

Murphy; four grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; several 

godchildren; nieces; and nephews; and extended Italiano family 

members.   

   Visitation and memorial services took place on November 

28th at Maison-Dardenne-Walker Funeral Home in Maumee, 

followed by Christian burial services with graveside military 

honors in Resurrection Catholic Cemetery.  

 

Capital Campaign Kickoff Meeting organized by Sandi Denniss and held at StoryPoint Senior Living on Thursday, Dec. 6, 6:30 PM, provid-

ed an opportunity for Jim Conrad, WHS president to provide a well done PowerPoint presentation. Then Josh Torres, chairman of the WHS Capital 

Campaign Steering Committee and president and CEO of the AW Regional Chamber of Commerce shared the vision of the Historical Society from 

building renovation to major remodeling and restoration of all the physical assets.  In addition, WHS plans to expand their educational programs 

and outreach efforts. 


