
 

Dear Members and Friends of the Waterville Historical Society, 

 
As 2018 nears its end, our society can look back with pride upon another very busy, but incredibly 

rewarding year.  Our accomplishments include: 

6 Open Houses and 12 Walking Historic Tours; 

5 Programs including our 5th Ghostly Encounters; 

Archival Center open on 48 Wednesdays and 10 Saturdays; 

Student Advisory Council’s “John Pray Day Festival” in conjunction with “Music in the Park”; 

Veteran-themed Roche de Boeuf Festival; 

2nd Annual “Spooktacular” at our historic campus; 

“Light Up Waterville”; and 

Acquisition of the Waterville Gas Company building and Dr. Welcome Pray property. 

 

I urge you to join us for our Capital Campaign Kick-Off on December 6 and hope to see you at our 

Christmas Dinner on December 12.  On behalf of the Waterville Historical Society, I wish you the 

happiest of greetings for the season and a healthy and prosperous new year.  We look forward to 

another active and fulfilling year for your historical society. 

      Sincerely, 

      Jim Conrad, President 

A letter from the President 

2018 

Events: 

DECEMBER 1 

Light Up Waterville 

Uptown Waterville 

5:30 pm 

 

DECEMBER 6 

 Capital Campaign Kickoff 

StoryPoint Visitor Center 

1470 Pray Blvd. 

Waterville, OH, 6:30 p m 

 

DECEMBER 12  

Christmas Dinner 

Fallen Timbers Fairways 

Clubhouse, 6 pm 

*Featuring the Anthony 

Wayne Jazz Choir 

 

**Starting in November 

Wakeman Archival Cen-

ter will be open Wednes-

days from 10 am to 

noon and by appoint-

ment, weather permit-

ting.  
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A Message from the Executive Director 

 
Wow!  It’s been a whirlwind ride over the last few months with so much activity and positive things to 

report that I really don’t know where to start.  So, I would like to focus on just three of our six cam-

paign committees. If you have been paying attention to the media, The Waterville Historical Society 

has been all over the news.  Our events have received multiple coverage from WTOL, ABC 13, “The 

Guy from the 419” (15,000 followers on Facebook) WNWO, The Blade and our good friends at the 

Mirror.   

We have recruited 64 community leaders from Waterville and the surrounding area to assist us with 

our campaign efforts.  Our Campaign Steering Committee, Chaired by Josh Torres, Executive Director 

of the Anthony Wayne Regional Chamber has had five meetings to this point and has provided ex-

traordinary leadership in guiding our campaign.  

The Special Events and Public Affairs Committee, chaired by Board member, Molly Good has just 

completed another one of their soon to be signature events, “Music in the Park” and is in the plan-

ning stages of two new events, one in the fall and the other, a “black tie” is scheduled for the Spring.  

In short, this amazing committee consisting of Molly (Heartland), Lisa Exner (Anthony Wayne Arts 

Commission), Sandi Denniss (StoryPoint), Donlyn Meyers (Smoke and Fire) and Jake and Maria Gala-

ti (Galati Photography) have dedicated 100’s of hours of volunteer time over the past few months 

helping the Society raise its profile in the community. So, if you see any of these special people in 

the community, please thank them! 

But the real story is our Student Advisory Council, Co-Chaired by Anthony Wayne 2018 graduates, 

Cameron Smith and Nicole McMullen.  This extraordinary group of 17 students had 15 meetings, 

every two weeks since November and dedicated well over 450 volunteer hours to help our Historical 

Society and profile the importance of the Society to our community. Aside from the three events that 

they planned and executed for WHS, these young people represent the absolute best and brightest 

and we should be very proud as a Society to know these amazing young people find such value in 

the work we do.  Watch this Space! 

                                                                                          Dennis Jones 

 

Welcome  to Our 
Newest Members !  

 

Renewal—Lynn Wittenmyer,     

New Members—Janet Bing-
ham, Stan Lepiarz, Otto & 

Donna Adler 



 

PAGE 2 WATER VIL L E HISTO R IC A L  SO C IETY  N EWSL ETTER  

September: 

Coordinated by Molly Good and Julia Wiley, the 2018 WHS Roche de 
Boeuf program had a new theme and a new look.  Featured were an 
array of military vehicles and a series of historical and military displays 
with re-enactors in period costume lining River Road from the front of the 
Sargent House to the end of the block.  This was led off with the annual 

parade with WHS participating. 

 

Other re-enactors, costumed characters and pioneer arts displays completed the mix of sights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to those who brought military vehicles for display, military and historic re-enactors, Springfield JROTC Drill Team, the 

338th Army Band, individuals and groups who provided displays, book sellers and parking crew (who together brought in over 

$1250 for WHS expenses), and other donors who picked up the tab for many elements of the event. 

 

 

 

 

October: 

 

 

Ghostly Encounters V, was held on the 17th of October due to rain, 
and featured 9 residents of Wakeman Cemetery, including hair dress-
er and civilian defense volunteer, Elsie Downs; three time war veter-
an, Milo Downs; of course, John Pray and his charming spouse, Lucy; 
oil and gas baron, Robert H. Stitt; and the first Apple Blossom queen, 
Theresa Walbolt LeFevre.   

 Fannie Chapman talked about her creation of the waffle dog and the 
Great Booze War of 1935; WWI veteran, Otto Dose memorialized his fellow veterans while his alter ego played Taps, and finally barber, 
Clark Roach and his nephew, mused with each other about Waterville life in the early 1900’s 

 

 

 

The last “Dine to Donate”, held on Sunday, October 14th netted nearly $400 for  the Historical Society.  Thanks to all who  
dined out in support of the Society. 

 

Programs! Activities! Events! 
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Thursday, October 25th WHS “scared the pants off”  Waterville youngsters during the 2nd annual WHS Halloween 

Spooktacular.  With spooky alleys, Rebel Chiropractic bone yard, camp fire ghost stories, a reincarnated Sargent 

family, StoryPoint Halloween games, Bigby hot chocolate for kids and coffee for parents,  Holey Toledo doughnuts 

and Galati Photography unique photo ops for the little ghosts and goblins. it was another great success, drawing 

over 500 people to the River Road museum campus.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a fascinating talk, Albert Geha described the confiscation of art by the 

Nazis, initially from Jewish people in Germany and Poland, then outright 

looting in France during the War.  From identifying the players: looters, the 

French Resistance, the Monuments Men, national  and local museum di-

rectors,  to recounting the places where art had been hidden, (salt mines, 

for instance), to describing recovery and restitution efforts, his narrative was packed with photos of people and places.  

Even the Toledo Museum of Art played a role in the story, returning a number of pieces to families of previous owners. 

December: 

Join the WHS as we "Light Up Waterville" on Saturday, Dec. 1 starting at 

5:30 pm on Third Street.   The tree beside Clayful Arts will be lit at 6:00 

pm and John Pray will make an appearance to share Waterville Christmas 

stories and traditions.  Along with music, food, and beverages, you won't 

want to miss this holiday celebration for our community.                           

     

 

Constructed in honor of his grandmother, Sally Wagoner, Austin Sisler, a 
recent graduate from Anthony Wayne High School constructed a stand to 

display any of six heavy atlases owned by the Waterville Historical Society  
Archives.  Done as a Scout project, Sisler used Google SketchUp to create 
the plans for the stand and sought construction advice from Troop 101 peers 
and parent Alan Matney.   Photo compliments of  The Anthony Wayne Mirror                   

 

          *SAVE THE DATE:       
WHS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY,  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 6PM  

 

 

FEATURING  GREAT FOOD AND MUSIC BY 

THE ANTHONY WAYNE CHOIR 

    November: 
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IN MEMORIAM! 

The Waterville Historical Society extends sympathy to the family of member (and former Board member) Frank 

Butwin  on the death of his spouse , Shirley A (Williams) Butwin, who passed away October 19, 2018. 

Married for 44 years, they raised two children, Ben, of Perrysburg, and Beth who preceded her mother in death. 

Shirley was a hospital and hospice chaplain, having worked most recently with Grace Hospice .  A woman of deep 

faith, Shirley had been active in her various parish ministries including the choir, Altar Rosary Society, as a Eucha-

ristic minster, and in her churches’ Parish Council. 

 

Condolences are offered to the family of longtime former member Bernard Utz, who passed away October 3, 2018 

at age 93, at Browning Masonic Home.  He served his country in World War II, having fought with Army combat 

troops in the Asiatic Pacific Theater where he was wounded and for which he was later awarded a Purple Heart. 

After his honorable discharge, Bernie joined his dad on the farm, producing field crops and apples and peaches., 

retiring in 1991 having engineered many unique machinery modifications in farming and harvesting methods.  He 

then  joined his wife Vonnie in volunteering at St. Luke's Hospital for many years.  They celebrated 70 years of mar-

riage in October of 2017.   Bernie is survived by six daughters, seventeen grandchildren; nineteen (and counting) great-

grandchildren; he was predeceased by his wife Vonnie and a great-grandson. 

 

Sympathy is also sent to  Carol Guzzo and family on the death of her spouse, Anthony who passed away  September  23, 

2018.  A Korean war veteran, he went  on  to earn his Masters Degree in Business Education, teaching high school stu-

dents and later running an accounting firm.  Mr. Guzzo supported many philanthropic causes.  He also enjoyed gardening, 

painting, traveling, and was an avid Pittsburgh Steelers fan. 

 

WHS member Carolyn M. Reese (Clark) passed away at Brookdale Assisted Living in Bowling Green, Ohio on Saturday, Octo-

ber 20, 2018.  A graduate of the University of Michigan, she married William L. Clark, Jr.  In 1953 they moved to Waterville, 

OH where she served as room mother and Cub Scout den mother for 13 years. She was a member of Profit and Pleasure, 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church and Business and Professional Women where she served on the Governor's State wide Defen-

sive Driving Committee. She was elected to two terms on Anthony Wayne School's Board of Education.   Condolences are 

offered to her sons, William, Raymond, Thomas and Stephen, spouses; nine grandchildren; and 20 great-grandchildren. 

 

 

Keeping In Touch With Our Members 

 

This column most often features farewells and sadness, but occasionally we have greetings and cheer.  Such is the case 

this issue as WHS welcomes two new “members” to its’ community: 

 

Mr. and Mrs Edward Sargent aka Tyler (Board member) and Nicole Madeker had little Rowena with them as they distributed 
candy during the recent Spooktacular.  Born 9/4/2018, she is the delightful beginning of a new family. 

 

Baby girl Good was born to Molly (Board member) and Landon Good on 10/27/2018.  She joins her older sister to make up this 

charming family of four. 

 

In other news, Treasurer Gary Waugh is recuperating from a broken pelvis and tailbone at Elizabeth Scott Rehab.  We hope you have 

a speedy recovery, Gary! 

Earl Witzler has now moved to Lakes of Monclova.  His address is:  Lakes of Monclova, Room 406, 6935 Monclova Rd., Monclova, OH 43537.  
He would love to hear from his WHS friends.    

Nick and Pat Athanitis have both been undergoing surgical procedures recently.  WHS wishes them a smooth recuperation. 

John Bradley continues in his convalescence..  We hear he is able to drive now, so we hope to be seeing him out and about soon. 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=190394317&affiliateID=1449
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/purple-heart/?personid=190394317&affiliateID=1449
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/university-of-michigan/?personid=190547993&affiliateID=1449
https://www.sent-trib.com/obituaries/shirley-a-williams-butwin/article_eb8911f2-d6c0-11e8-ad31-0b63a3e17df4.html?mode=image&photo=0
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
TO ALL OUR MEMBERS, FRIENDS, AND YOUR FAMILIES! 

HEAR YE!  HEAR YE! 
 

The Waterville Historical Society 

will be sponsoring another  

HISTORIC HOME TOUR 

in June 2019. 

 

We are in the market for homes, committee members, and volunteers.  Watch for more 

information, or contact Karen Wiggins at 419-350-1211 if you are willing to jump in 

with us right now as we organize! 


