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Dear Members of the Waterville Historical Society,
 We are off to a great start in celebrating our society’s 
50th anniversary! Beginning with our Founders’ Year kick-off at 
the Clock Tower on New Year’s Eve and continuing with February’s 
Naturalization Ceremony, March’s “Pictorial History of Waterville,” 
and April’s Historical Marker dedication at Wakeman Hall, we 
continue on into a celebratory year packed with many more 
events.
 We are proud of our newest accomplishment of establishing 
the Waterville Historical Society Foundation to help with the 
funding of more costly endeavors, such as the continued 
preservation of the Sargent House, website creation, and certain 
technological upgrades at Wakeman Hall. Not only is this a year 
of celebration, it is also a year of challenges. 
 We are so appreciative of your support as members and are 
hopeful that you will participate in many of this year’s activities. 
Please invite friends to come with you and encourage them to 
join the Society. Most of our activities are funded by membership 
dues and contributions. A number of prospective members have 
stated a reluctance to join as they fear they haven’t enough 
time to be an “active” member. Although volunteerism is always 
appreciated, all we really ask of our members is to enjoy our 
newsletter, come to our programs and events when possible, and 
take pleasure in the good feeling that comes with supporting the 
mission to preserve Waterville’s past and celebrating the spirit of 
our community. 

J im  Con rad ,  P r e s i d e n t

A Letter from our President...
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50th Anniversary Events

May:
10: 1800s Tea Room,   
 Wakeman, 2 PM 
31: Monthly Open House &  
 Walking Tour,
 WHS River Road  
 campus, 9 AM  

June:
18: Monthly Program,  
 “The Sargent House:  
 Past, Present, &  
 Future,” Wakeman,  
 7 PM
28: Monthly Open House &  
 Walking Tour,
 WHS River Road  
 campus, 9 AM

July:
16: Monthly Program,  
 “Canal Era First  
 Person Re-  
 enactment,”   
 Browning, 7 PM
26: Monthly Open House &  
 Walking Tour,
 WHS River Road  
 campus, 9 AM 

J a c l y n  H a r v e y
 G r a p h i c  D e s i g n e r



 Charter member El len Schal ler has returned to Northwest 
Ohio after a brief stay in Indianapolis, IN. Her new address is Lakes of 
Monclova, 6935 Monclova Rd., Room 506, Maumee, OH 43537. Welcome 
back, Ellen! Hope to see you soon. 
 Member Mari lyn S impson has been in St. Vincent’s Hospital 
following surgery and other health issues. Best wishes for your 
recovery, Marilyn! 
 We’re happy to report that member J im Pease is recovering 
from surgery at St. Luke’s Hospital and is receiving rehabilitation 
therapy. Best of luck in your recuperation, Jim.
 Member Bob Stre ight has had recent surgery and other 
health issues, and at last report, is doing well. We miss seeing Bob at 
our meetings and expect to see him up and around at the anniversary 
celebrations. 
 Member and archival genealogist Verna Rose is recuperating 
from back surgery at Wildwood Orthopedic and Spine Center. She is 
now back to work on Wednesdays at the Wakeman Archival Research 
Center. We wish Verna all the best in her recovery. 
 Long time member, Board Member Curator, and friend of the 
Historical Society, Mary Ann Parker, has suffered a bad fall while 
wintering in Fl this past season. She crushed her shoulder which 
required insertion of 11 pins and a plate. She recently returned home and 
is under follow up medical supervision for pain and renewed movement 
in her shoulder and hand. Our hearts go out to Mary Ann with 
highest hopes for her complete recovery.

Keeping In Touch With Our Members

“The Waterville Historical Society collects, 
preserves, provides access to, interprets, and 

fosters an appreciation of the history that has 
had an impact on Waterville and its surrounding 

area.”

MISSION STATEMENT
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August:
24: Monthly Program, 
“Old Tyme Picnic,” Conrad 
Park, Noon
September:
27: Roche de Boeuf day! 
Find the “Pioneer Arts!” 
WHS River Road campus, 
9 AM-3 PM
October:
22: Monthly Program, 
“A Ghostly Encounter,” 
Wakeman Cemetery , 
6:30 PM
November: 
19: Monthly Program, 
“Railroads & Telegraphy: 
Connecting Waterville 
to the Outside World,” 
Wakeman Hall, 7 PM
December:
17: Christmas Dinner & 
Browning, 6-9 PM. (This 
is a members only event.)

 NOTE: 
Events June 
through 
November 
are free and 
open to the 
public.

Events Cont..

2



 A dedication ceremony was held Sunday afternoon April 27 
at the installation of a new two-sided Ohio Historical Marker 
commemorating the 1881 Wakeman Hall and the Waterville 
Historical Society, celebrating their 50th annivesary. State and 
local dignitaries as well as members of the Waterville Historical 

Society gave brief remarks describing 
the historical significance of the 
building and the role of the local 
society in saving the building from 
destruction. The activities of the 
Society over the last 50 years were 
highlighted.
  Administered by the Ohio 
Historical Society, the Historical 

Marker Program enables Ohioans to celebrate local history and 
to learn more about the state. Designed to be highly visible and 
permanent, the markers are large cast-aluminum signs that tell 
stories about aspects of Ohio’s history. The Wakeman Hall Marker 
wasplaced to the left of the steps leading up to the building, with 
the Waterville Historical Society text on the reverse side visible to 
those coming down the steps.
 The Waterville Community Foundation contributed $1,000 to 
the society, half of which to be used to help pay for the $2,580 
cost of the marker. Donations are still being accepted and are 
greatly appreciated.

Ohio Historical Marker Awarded to WHS

 There are four remaining copies of Old Homes of OLD TOWN 
WATERVILLE available for sale. 
 Two copies can be purchased at Smoke and Fire and two at 
Wakeman Hall. The book covers the original 50 lots platted by John 
Pray. The homes are shown in colored photographs with a brief 
description of each. The cost of this first volume is $30.00.
 There are seven copies of Volume II called Old Homes of West OLD 
TOWN WATERVILLE, also in color with brief descriptions of each house. 
These copies are available at Wakeman Hall. Volume II is twice the size 
of the first book and costs $35.00. 
 Society and Board member Ann Lotshaw is author/compiler of 
the content of these books.

Waterville Homes Books Still Available
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Mark Sundlov, representing 
the Ohio Historical Society 
at the Marker Dedication 
Ceremony April 27, presented 
two commendations to 
WHS; one from the State 
of Ohio  signed by Governor 
John Kasich, and another 
from the Ohio Historical 
Society, signed by OHS 
executor Burt Logan. A third 
commendation was presented 
by Senator Randy Gardner 
from the General Assembly 
of the State of Ohio. They 
applauded WHS for receiving 
the Historical Marker in 
recognition of saving and 
restoring Wakeman Hall and 
for the 50th anniversary 
of the society. (For photos 
and text of markers search 
online “Remarkable Ohio” 
then “Browse Markers,” click 
on “Lucas County,” then 

‘Waterville 2014’ to view.) 

WHS Recieves
 Three Commendations





 

Ohio Local History Organizations Meet
 On Saturday April 5 board members John and Verna Rose, 
Phyllis Witzler, and Rose Kandik attended an all-day Region I 
meeting of historical societies in this part of the state. Held at 
Wildwood Metropark, the meeting schedule included a presentation 
by Burt Logan, Executive Director 
and CEO, Ohio Historical Society. He is 
addressing every region in the state 
about research done at the state level 
regarding citizens’ impressions of the 
Ohio Historical Society. The results will 
be rolled out on Memorial Day weekend 
and will include a name change for the society. He encouraged all 
local societies to discuss the research and consider possible changes 
to the long standing titles. Stay tuned, members!
 Other speakers throughout the day were interesting and 
informative including time for the local societies represented there 
to share their news and ideas. A highlight was the presentation 
on “The Battle of Fallen Timbers” by President of the FT Battlefield 
Commission, Dave Westrick. Inside facts and quips on the local 
‘battle’ to save the FT battlefield and what is in its future as 
the Metroparks now own the property held the attention of the 
audience.

For more information about the Ohio Local  H istory 
A l l iance ,  v is i t  www.ohio lha.org
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Mrs. Pollie Miller, 

recently retired 

third grade 

teacher at 

Waterville Primary 

School, arranges 

items to be placed 

in the “Time Chest.“ 

This beautiful 

chest was custom 

built by Jim Stoma 

and will be painted 

in gold leaf on the 

top with instructions 

to unlock and 

view these items 

from the Historical 

Society's 50th 

anniversary in 50 

years, i.e. 2064. 

Mrs. Miller's former 

students assisted 

her in displaying 

and placing them 

into the chest.

 Many thanks to Landscaping Committee volunteers 
who did a wonderful winter cleanup to prepare the Wakeman 
Hall grounds for the Historical Sign designation and 
celebration on April 27. Committee leader Toni Stoma praised 
the workers who not only finished the Wakeman grounds 
but began work at the Robbins and Sargent Houses campus. 
Her volunteers included Bill Albert, Jim Ammon, Diane Baker, 
Herb Delventhal, and Diane Saunders. Good job, Toni, and 
kudos to all of you!

Our Grounds Are Lookin’ Good!



 The evolution of Waterville from early settlement to city was effectively portrayed by 
Waterville Historical Society president Jim Conrad using "then and now" photographs during 
his power point program at Browning Community Center March 19.
 The Pekin Mill, once an attraction to farmers for miles around was an imposing 
structure on the Miami and Erie Canal in the center of town. In stark contrast the location today 
is a corner gas station. The large home of a successful merchant and Waterville's first mayor 
was torn down years ago to make a parking lot for a bank. Witte's two-story Third Street 
Hardware store was destroyed in a terrible fire in 1955, replaced on that site with another 
hardware store. Buildings on either side of the fire were not damaged and are in use today.
 Sometimes the buildings have been preserved and used for another purpose. The Graf 
Blacksmith Shop presently serves as a successful restaurant. The contrasting photos show 
few changes in the basic structure. A window turned into a door, a door to a window. 
 Conrad had early photos of homes that are in the historic district, several on River 
Road which was originally Main Street. Shown with present day photos it is evident they have 
been lovingly preserved. Maps were used to indicate each location.
 Churches, schools, bridges, canal boats, trolleys, rail lines, cemeteries and even Roche 
de Boeuf were shown by Conrad as they appeared years ago and a few today if they survived. 
The outcropping in the river south of town known as Roche de Boeuf was a Native American 
gathering place. Unfortunately, one third of the scenic rock was destroyed with the construction 
of the interurban electric railroad in 1908.
 Conrad told of many early settlers such as Knaggs, Adams, Hutchinson and Gunn. 
He gave more information about John Pray who is considered the founder of Waterville. 
Pray first constructed a dam across to Granger Island in 1821 and built a grist mill which 
drew farmers from as far away as Defiance. Consequently, the town became known as Pray's 
Falls. He acquired thousands of acres of land in three counties and in 1832 laid out 50 lots 
along the river and sold them for $50 each. As more settlers arrived he laid out more lots and 
those early maps are labeled "Waterville."
  After several years of hand labor by Irish and German immigrants the Miami and 
Erie Canal opened in 1843. Conrad described the hardships endured by the workers who 
were paid 80 cents for a 12-hour day. For every mile of canal completed, five workers died, 
usually from disease.
 Various challenging events shaped the growing village. The Panic of 1837 was 
economic disaster for Waterville. Many of its citizens played a significant role in the Civil 
War. Struggles with diseases like "the ague" (malaria), and destructive floods and drought 
brought hardships. Conrad related these events and managed to inject touches of humor to the 
enlightenment and enjoyment of the large audience. He used photographs from the Wakeman 
Archives as well as from his own collection.
 This program was the third in a series of monthly events planned to celebrate the 
50th year of the Waterville Historical Society.

A Pictorial History of Waterville
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Allen, Ruth   
     and Frederick  
Longbrake,         
 Nellie B.
Amstutz, Ruth   
 and   John  
Lowrie, Sidney
Arnold, Ethel
Memmer,    
 Elizabeth
Baldwin, James 
Merriam, Neva   
 and Robert
Barnett, Mildred 
 Metcalf,    
 Harriet   
          and William
Bell, Ruth  
Mitchell, Amber  
 Gunn
Brown, Anna 
Pettys, David E.
Buehler, Rev.   
 Conrad 
 Roach, Jennie

Charter 
Members

Conrad, Carl  
 and   
  Lucile 
Schaller, 
Ellen *
 Cox, Jeanne
Sieczkowski, 
Alvin
 Cox, Beatrice
Silverthorne, 
Mae L.
 Dixon, Irene
Spafford, 
Helen and   
 Larry



 August Metzger (1842-1908) moved to Waterville in 1867 
after he married his wife Juliette Hill (1848-1920). Charles Metzger 
(1870-1941) and his twin sister Addie Viola were born in the Metzger 
household at the Southeast corner of South and Second Streets. At 
that time transportation was done by horse and buggy.
 Charles Metzger was a carpenter and built the house at 40 
South Second Street and lived there with his first wife, Millie Mercer 
(1876-1907). They had four children; two died 
at birth; leaving the oldest, Clyde (1901) and 
Beatrice Ula (1906). After Millie died, Charles 
married Ella Benson. She gave birth to twins in 
1925 in the front bedroom of the house. Their 
names are Jane Ashenfelter, a WHS member 
who lives in Whitehouse, and June Gschwend 
from Album, IN.
 The Christmas tree was always in the 
sunroom where we see ribbon windows. This 
was where the family gathered for special 
events. In addition, when Charles Metzger died, his casket was viewed 
in the sunroom. Grandma Barbara Benson died and was embalmed in 
the front bedroom where the twins were born. 
 The master bedroom for the parents was the back corner 
room which had a tin roof. Jane recalls taking naps in this room and 
hearing the rain come down on the tin roof. They pumped water inside 
and had a coal heating stove to keep warm. The house was built on 
a rock surface a few feet from ground. The original hardwood floors 
have been refinished and are still in use. The house was not insulated 
until a few years ago. Ella Metzger sold the house in the late forties. 
 A flower garden lined the side of the house where the parking 
lot is now. Vegetable and fruit trees were planted from the flower 
garden area to the current Peddler’s Alley parking lot. Jane referred to 
the Carriage House as the “barn” where they would hang meat in the 
cellar. To keep food cold they would get and store ice from the Maumee 
River. 
 The Bob Thornberry family also lived here for many years. 
Since then many businesses have come and gone but the most recent 
business is The Wellness Center Day Spa and Salon that was renovated 
by Al and Michael Blackwood in 2003.

The Charles Metzger House
40 South Second Street, Waterville 
researched by Elaine Blackwood
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Fairhurst, Nancy R. 
Squire, Mae M.
Farnsworth,   
 Richard 
 Starkweather,  
 Florence
Farnsworth, J.   
 Willard 
Stitt, Robert
Ferrell, Ernest H. 
Swope, Marion and  
 Charles
Giha, Tom
Tonjes, Connie
Green, Martha
Weaver, Charles
Hiett, Larry

Herringshaw,    
 Carolyn 
Williams, Lois and   
 George
Huebner, Helen 
Witte, Opel
Jones, Thad W. *
Wreede, Estella and  
 Edwin
Krause, Howard and   
 Patircia 
Young, Ruth F.
Lloyd, Margie

*Honored 
Guest at the 
Dedication 
Ceremony



The Waterville Historical Society extends its sympathy to the 
friends of Lowell “Whitey” Steusloff who died February 27, 2014. 
Whitey was born on October 30, 1923, to Edward and Elizabeth 
Steusloff and served his country during World War II in the Army 
Air Corps. After working for the Bell Telephone Company and the 
Mather Springs Company, he formed his own company, the Steler 
Corporation where he worked until his 79th Member and generous 
supporter of the WHS along with his late wife, Wilma. We will miss 
you, Whitey.
 Condolences are also given to the family and friends of 
Cotty Black Johnson who died March 8, 2014. Cotty, born on April 
25, 1927 to Robert H. and Dorothy R. Stitt, was a granddaughter 
of Robert G. Stitt, founder of The Waterville Gas and Oil Company. 
In addition to being a supportive Life Member of the Waterville 
Historical Society, Cotty was active in St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
Maumee, the Christoff Halfway House which was later renamed 
Compass, and volunteered at the Longboat Key Art Center while 
she lived in Longboat Key, FL. She was also Chairman of the Up 
River Book Club in 2010-11. Our deepest sympathy to Cotty’s family.
 Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of James 
Waldo Brown who died March 6, 2014 at his Waterville home. 
James, a veteran of the Korean War, served in the U.S. Navy from 
1951 to 1954. He was a Refrigeration Mechanic and Pipefitter for 
over 40 years, retiring in 1996. James joined the Wakeman Masonic 
Lodge in 1956 and later joined the Rubicon Masonic Lodge when 
it merged with Wakeman. He had served as Past Master for 
many terms. The author of Wakeman Lodge #522, F. and A.M., 
Waterville Ohio, 1879-1979: The First 100 Years, James had been 
expected to speak at the April 27th Wakeman Hall. He is survived 
by his wife, Bernice, three daughters, 10 grandchildren, 9 great-
grandchildren, two great-great-grandchildren, and three sisters. 
birthday. Whitey was a Life dedication ceremony of a Historical 
Marker at Wakeman Hall. He is survived by his wife, Bernice, three 
daughters, 10 grandchildren, 9 great-grandchildren, two great-
great-grandchildren, and three sisters.

In Memoriam
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One of Waterville’s 
most romantic 

buildings was the 
beautiful home built 

by George Stevens, the 
first Director of the 

Toledo Museum of Art. 
After a trip to Europe, 
Stevens and his wife 
had the home built 

in 1923 similar to the 
artist El Greco’s home 
in Toledo, Spain. With 
its distinctive rounded 
dome observatory it 
overlooked Roche de 
Boeuf and the trolley 
bridge, but sadly was 
torn down in 1970. The 
Arbors at Waterville 

nursing facility is 
located there now.

Do You 
Remember?

The Spanish  
C a st l e
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